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From the First Selectman
Another election season has come and gone 
and with the exception of the Library Board, 
little has changed.  Thank you to everyone who 
put themselves forward to run for public office.  
And thank you for giving us all the opportunity 
to serve the good people of Goshen.

Since our last Town Topics, we closed out our 
2014/2015 budget year on a positive note. On the 
financial side we added an additional $162,808 
to our unassigned General Fund Balance, 
hence, not needing to use an anticipated 
$327,004 from Fund Balance.  All together 
totaling a combined balance of $489,812 - a 
positive year end.

Adding to that good report on the 2014/2015 
budget, we received a clean bill of health from 
our new auditors, Sandra L. Welwood, LLC, 
citing no deficiencies in our management or 
fiscal policies.  The entire Board of Selectmen 
would like to extend our sincere appreciation to 
all who made this possible.

In an effort to enhance our already strong 
fiscal policies, we have now adopted a 
comprehensive Fiscal Policies and Procedures 
Manual. This manual documents our overall 
financial management, oversight and checks 
and balances. Having such a document places 
Goshen well ahead of many communities our 
size.  Many thanks to everyone who contributed 
from the Fiscal Office staff, Board of Finance, 
Board of Selectmen and Department Heads.

The leaves have fallen and a chill is in the air 
which brings our attention to oncoming winter 
at the Public Works Department.  Snow removal 
equipment has been serviced and/or repaired 
as necessary; the sand/salt barn is full, road 
markers are in place and snow fencing has 
been installed.  With any luck, this winter will 
be less challenging than the last.  Please note, 
by ordinance, there is no parking on town roads 
between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 
beginning November 1st to April 1st and no 
parking during winter storms.

Enjoy the winter, stay warm and stay safe.

			   Best Regards, 
					   

					     Bob Valentine
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ESPECIALLY FOR NEW RESIDENTS
Welcome to the Town of Goshen is a newsletter prepared by the Selectmen espe-

cially for new residents and can be found in the publications rack in the entrance 

to the Town Hall.

	 This publication has information on emergency telephone numbers, recy-

cling, rubbish removal, dog licensing, animal control, public health, Town meet-

ings, tax collection, winter parking bans and winter sand, mail delivery and your 

mailbox, and Town Hall department telephone numbers.

	 In addition to the above, you will find information concerning churches in 

the area, the Goshen Public Library, Visiting Nurses, Hospice and other services 

available to you as a resident of Goshen.

	 We hope you will stop in the Town Hall, introduce yourself, and take a 

copy of the informational newsletter

Goshen/Cornwall Cub Scout Pack 35

It’s hard to believe we are at the end of the year.  The Cubs have been quite busy since our last 
report.  They have attended summer camp at Camp Mattatuck in Plymouth, enjoyed some archery 
courtesy of Newbury Archery here in Goshen, camped out twice with some fishing mixed in cour-
tesy of the Benjamin’s in Cornwall, learned how to press apple cider, had a fishing derby and even 
got in a hike at Great Mountain Forrest in Norfolk/Falls Village, not to mention all the den activi-
ties and awards earned.  

This year the BSA increased the fee each Scout (Cubs as well as Boy Scouts) must pay for regis-
tration.  I am very proud to say that one leader took on a challenge to recycle bottles to benefit the 
Pack and because of this we were able to pay the registration fee for EVERY Cub out of the money 
saved.  Not only was this a conservation project in a way, but also a lesson on being thrifty!! 

For a small pack, we certainly do quite a bit of activities and these can only be accomplished due to 
the volunteerism of our leaders and parents and the backing of our Charter Organization (Church of 
Christ Congregational).  Way to go Pack 35.  You make Goshen proud.



           Recreation Department           
Donna Winn 

Recreation Director 
860-491-2249 (office) 
860-601-6089 (cell) 

parkandrec@goshenct.gov 

The Goshen Recreation Department has just completed a busy fall season of activities. The Department 
has done an excellent job of continuing to provide quality programs that are well suited for the 
residents and community. The Annual Halloween Celebration was a huge success. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who contributed to making this another fun filled event.  

As your new Recreation Director, I look forward to meeting and working with the residents of the 
Goshen Community.  I am eager to implement and offer a wide variety of programs and Special Events 
for the community. Winter is in full motion now and several regular ongoing activities such as 
Kickboxing, Adult and Youth Basketball, Yoga, Senior Social and Bend and Stretch Clinics continue to 
be popular with participants. Major events such as the "Ho Ho Ho Hotline" and Holiday House 
Decorating Contest always seem to be sensational and will most definitely make their return next year. 

 The Mohawk Ski program begins January 5, 2016. This is the perfect program for children to learn 
how to ski or to improve on their skills. Also, once again, this winter we look forward to collaborating 
with the Goshen Library for the Winter Fun Fest which will take place on Saturday, February 20 at the 
GCS and the Library. Stay tuned for further details. 

The department is already working on creating some new activities and events for the upcoming 
spring. We are excited to introduce more Special Events such as the concerts at Camp Cochipianee as 
well as offer traditional recreational activities. Programs like this wouldn't exist without the dedication 
and support of the community. If you or your business would be interested in sponsoring an event or 
activity such as this please do not hesitate to call the Goshen Recreation Department office at 
860-491-2249.  

Suggestions for additional activities are always welcome.  We are able to offer such a wide variety of 
activities in Goshen for all ages because of our wonderful volunteers.  Volunteers are anyone willing to 
offer their services and time to make the Town of Goshen a more active and healthful place to live.  

We encourage you to become involved and explore all the possibilities that "The Land of Milk and 
Honey" has to offer.  
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Be ready to put your skates on!  The Town of Goshen Skating Rink is located next to GSC and the 
Goshen Library. 

Skating Rules and Regulations 

•Skate at your own risk 
•Play Nice, Share the Ice. 
• Ice Hockey play allowed in designated area at your own risk. 
•Help maintain ice rink by: 

o Picking up trash 
o Shoveling off snow  

•Keep ice free of debris 
•All Town of Goshen ordinances and Region 6 rules apply at all times. 
•Contact Recreation Department for additional information at 860-491-2249 

Rent out Kobylenski Lodge at Camp Cochipianee 

Looking for a place to have a graduation, birthday party, a celebration or just a gathering?? 
Look no further than Goshen!! 

Kobylenski Lodge has a main large room where you can fit all your relatives and friends or the smaller 
West Wing room is great for a small gathering.  There’s also a kitchen with commercial stove and 
fridge for your every need.  Bathrooms are included with these two rooms.  Check out pictures and 
pricing online at: www.goshenct.gov and see what works for you! 

 

Goshen is Great/Town Above All Others shirts are still available for $7 in kids and adult sizes! New 
colors!! 

GSN Bumper stickers are also available for $1. 
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Interested in becoming a Firefighter, EMT or be part of a Dive Rescue Team? ... The

Goshen Fire Company is looking for dedicated individuals to join the ranks.   

stop by and say “hi” Wednesday’s at 7:00 p.m.
We're located at 181 Sharon Turnpike

860-491-2526
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Basic Emergency Supplies for Sheltering In Place

Goshen is vulnerable to many types of disasters both man-made and natural especially major 
snow falls, ice storms and blizzards.

In the event of an emergency be sure to have:

In the event of an emergency, listen to Radio Station WZBG (97.3 FM) for the latest news and information 
from the Town of Goshen.

continued on page 7

• A three day supply of water (1 gallon per person/pet per day); 
• A three day supply of food (canned/sealed packaged foods and juices that do not require 
refrigeration); 

• Emergency supplies (essentials include battery operated radio with extra batteries and 
flashlights with extra batteries);

• Non-electric can opener, cooking tools and fuel;
• Any special items including prescriptions;
• Bathtubs and large containers filled with water prior to power outages to use for sanitary 
purposes such as flushing the toilet.

• First Aid Kit

Re:	 Sequence of Events for Construction of Dwelling, Addition, Pool or Accessory 
Building in the Town of Goshen 

Over the winter many people will be planning building projects for the spring and summer. Dwellings, addi-
tions, barns, garages, decks and EVEN “COVER-IT TYPE SHEDS” ALL REQUIRE PERMITS.  The Zoning 
Regulations and Town Ordinances are available online at www.goshenct.gov. Here is a summary of the various 
steps involved for obtaining the required approvals:

For a new house have a soil scientist flag any wetlands on the lot and have an engineer/surveyor develop a site 
plan that shows the proposed house, driveway, sewer line or septic system, well location and any wetlands or 
watercourses located by the soil scientist.  Contact Torrington Area Health District at (860) 489-0436 for a list 
of soil scientists.  

For a new house obtain approval from the Torrington Area Health District for the proposed septic system and 
well location.  Lots inside the Woodridge Lake Sewer District and RA-1 Zone, require approval from the Tor-
rington Area Health District for the proposed well and a Sewer Connection Permit from the Woodridge Lake 
Sewer District Administrator, Charles Eckstrom, (860) 491-3474.  If there is a septic system on your lot, the 
Health District must approve all additions, decks, and accessory buildings.  The Health District has a separate 
pool application permit that must be obtained for all new swimming pools.  Contact Richard Rossi, Sanitarian, 
at Torrington Area Health District at (860) 489-0436.
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Obtain an Inland Wetlands Permit from the Goshen Inland Wetlands Commission for any work proposed with-
in 100’ of a wetlands or watercourse (the regulated inland wetlands areas.)  The Commission regulates con-
struction, filling, and removal of materials within the regulated wetlands and watercourse area. Contact Martin 
Connor, Town Planner, Zoning and Wetlands Enforcement Officer on Tuesday or Thursday mornings between 
7:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. at 491-2308 ext. 232.  The Inland Wetlands Commission meets the first Thursday each 
month at 7:15 pm, Goshen Town Hall.   Applications should be submitted one week prior to a meeting.

Obtain a driveway permit from the Highway Supervisor, Garret Harlow at (860) 491-6029 for all new drive-
ways and repairs to driveways.  The Town’s driveway regulations are contained in the Town’s driveway ordi-
nance that was recently revised.  Mr. Harlow also assigns addresses on new houses.

Obtain a Zoning Permit from Martin Connor, Town Planner/Zoning and Wetlands Enforcement Officer, for 
proposed houses, additions, decks and accessory buildings including “cover-it” garages.  The required zoning 
setbacks for the WL - Woodridge Lake Zone are 20’ front and rear and 20’ on the sides (75’ from the lake.)  Lots 
in the RA-2 and RA 5 Zones are 50’ front and rear, 30’ setback on the sides (75’ from Tyler Lake, Dog Pond and 
Westside Pond.)  The RA-1 Zone requires a 50’ front and rear yard setback and 20’ on the sides. Pools, decks 
and accessory buildings all require Zoning and Building permits and must meet the minimum zoning setback 
requirements.  Maintenance sheds under 150 square feet can be built in all zones no closer than 10’ from side 
and rear property lines (Woodridge Lake Deed Restrictions require a minimum of 20’.)

Obtain a Building Permit from Joe Manley, Building Official. (860) 491-2308 ext. 231.  He is available on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Martin J. Connor, AICP
Goshen Town Planner/Zoning and Wetlands Enforcement Officer

American Legion Lamson-O'Donnell Post 46 Goshen-Cornwall is always 
looking for veterans to join the Post. Any veteran interested in joining the 
Post must furnish a copy of their DD214 showing honorable discharge 
along with their name, address and phone number.   Dues are currently 
$10.00 a year. Our main fundraiser is the food booth at Goshen Fair 
which is held on Labor Day Weekend. All members are encouraged to 

help any time during the weekend. Anyone that is currently a member of a different post 
can transfer into our Post. 
Please call membership chairman, Gene Kelly 860-491-4103 if you have any questions or  
would like to join our Post.  Thank you for your service. 
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416 Old Middle Street  Goshen, CT  (860) 491-3904  www.caninesportscenter.com 

 

 
Long-time Retreat guests & Goshen residents Dunkin & Ivy 

 

Pet Accommodations 
Doggie Play Care 
Grooming Salon 

Group, Private & Residential Training  
Agility, Obedience, Nosework Classes 

Pet Taxi Service 
Supply Shoppe  

(treats, toys, food, supplements, raw diet & more) 
 

Come for a tour 
of our Retreat & 

get a free 
overnight stay 
for your pet. 

Ask about our 
affordable, 
convenient     

Pet Taxi! 

$10 off the service of your choice. 
Accommodations  Play Care  Salon  Training  Pet Taxi  Supplies  

~Goshen Town Topics~ (minimum purchase of $50) 
 

 

CO
UP

O
N
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

The Public Works Department strives to help improve the appearance and maintenance of 
roads and town property.  This could not be done without the hard work of the highway 
crew and supervisor.   

The Public Works Department would like to remind you of the following items: 

WINTER SEASON SAFETY 

Although the Public Works Department is careful about their surroundings while plowing 
and treating the roads, please be aware when you are in proximity of these working 
vehicles, especially due to their limited rear-view vision.  Rear view blind spots can 
extend back 100’on a truck, please give us sufficient room to work and assume the driver 
does not see you!  We all thank you for your cooperation on this important matter of 
safety. 

Winter sand is available to Goshen residents in small quantities at the Public Works 
garage at 38 Torrington Road after the Thanksgiving holiday.   

ROAD PROJECTS 

This fall season the drainage culvert crossing under East Hyerdale Drive near the 
entrance to the Woodridge Lake clubhouse was upgraded to a larger piper along with 
improvements to the drainage system being made. Also, the Public Works Department 
regraded all of the dirt roads in Town and is clearing the corresponding trenches as 
needed.  Leaves are also blown from the roads trenches to keep them clear to allow for 
the flow of water after the ground freezes.  Please do not deposit leaves or any other 
materials in the road ditches as these need to remain clear to work effectively to drain 
water away.  Brush and vegetation clearing from Town owned right of ways is a 
continuing project, this is done to keep clear sightlines along roads and to keep vegetation 
with accumulated snow loads from hanging into roadways, creating a hazard to motorists.  
Additionally the department has been busy stockpiling materials and reading our fleet 
trucks and heavy equipment for the upcoming winter season. 

 

DRIVEWAY PIPES 

The Town of Goshen driveway ordinance covers driveway aprons and pipe sizes for all 
driveways.  It is important to read this ordinance to be aware of your responsibilities as a 
homeowner.  The ordinance requires that all homeowners maintain their driveway pipes.  
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Please take time to clean out both sides of the pipes to allow water to flow freely.  This is 
not the responsibility of the Town. 

BASKETBALL STAND AND OTHER RECREATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT 

Any basketball stands or other like equipment must be removed from Town roads, rights-
of-way or other Town property by the 1st of November each year. 
Roadways and rights-of-way are not playgrounds.  This type of equipment left in the 
roads and rights-of-way creates a safety hazard for all.  The Town cannot be responsible 
for any damage to this property or accidents caused by such property.  
  
LITTER ALONG THE TOWN ROADS 

We would appreciate everyone’s cooperation in keeping our Town roads free of litter.  
Not only do we use taxpayer’s money to have the litter picked up, but also we have to pay 
the tipping fee at CRRA.  Also, please make every effort to keep your trash and recycling 
totes off of the edge of the roadways in order for our plow trucks to remove the snow 
more efficiently.  As a reminder, there is a parking ban on town roads during winter 
events between November 15 and April 15.   

PUBLIC WORKS JOB SITES   

Any job site the Public Works Department is working at is considered a WORK ZONE 
and fines will be DOUBLED.  Please drive slowly and cautiously by these areas.  If 
possible, please find an alternate route until work is completed. 
 

BRUSH 

The Public Works Department does NOT pick up brush that is placed to the curbside.  It 
is the responsibility of the homeowner to dispose of any brush on their property.     

Open burning of brush or any other combustible material is not allowed on any Town 
property per subsection (f) of section 22a-174 of the CT general statutes. Hence no 
burning is allowed behind the Fire House. 

Signs are posted at the Volunteer Fire Company parking lot at 181 Sharon Turnpike 
stating: “Dumping of Brush is Prohibited”.  
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MAILBOX DAMAGE 
The Public Works Department is not responsible for damage to one’s mailbox 
unless one of our vehicles directly inflicts damage to the mailbox.  

Should snow or debris damage the mailbox as a result of plowing, the Public 
Works Department is not responsible for replacement or repair.   
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 Goshen Public Library 

  

42B North Street Goshen, CT  06756  (860)491-3234          Winter 2015/16 
________________________________________________________________________ 

          Library Hours 

Monday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Tuesday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Wednesday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Thursday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Friday  10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

www.goshenpublib.org 

********** 

Beating the Winter Blues 
A program coordinated with Goshen 

Community Care and Hospice 

Wednesday, January 6 at Noon 
(To join us for lunch -- register ahead of time 

by calling 860-491-3234) 

Winter means shorter and grayer days, longer 
nights, and in Connecticut, cold and snowy 
weather. According to a recent survey, up to 
90 percent of people reported changes in their 
energy level, mood, appetite and sleep 
patterns during the winter months.  

Even if we are not always inspired or at our 
best during winter, there is a lot we can do to 
stay creative, bright, active and cheerful. 
Planning how we spend our winter is an 

essential step to making things happen to stay 
positive and healthy in mind, body and spirit. 
.  

Have you checked out any eBooks 
recently?  

Through our association with OverDrive, we 
can now offer streaming video and 

magazines as well as the eBooks and 
audiobooks.  Follow the link from our web 
page and if you have any questions call and 

ask Max between noon and 6PM – 
860-298-5322 ext. 1007 

Didn’t find what you were looking for?  Have 
you tried One Click Digital offered through 
the State Library?  Go to our digital library 

link and look for eBooks in the side bar. 

    
******** 

Great Decisions 2016 

From the Foreign Policy Association 

This foreign policy discussion group will start 
in January and run through 8 classes based on 

a book assembled by the Foreign Policy 
Association: Middle East Alliances, The Rise 
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of ISIS, The Future of Kurdistan, Migration, 
The Koreas, The United Nations, Climate 
Change, and Cuba and the U.S.  This is a 

group that meets at 4PM on alternate weeks 
from January to April.  Dates are can be found 

on the Town calendar.  Alternate Mondays 
starting January 25. 
http://www.fpa.org/ 

If you would like to be a part of a discussion 
group but cannot come at 4PM on Mondays, 
please email director@goshenpublib.org and 

we will see about a second group. 
Possibly Tuesdays at 6:30PM or  

Saturday at 10AM? 

******* 

Did you get a New Tablet/Device for the 
Holidays?   

Do you need help getting started with the 
library applications? 

Pack your email address, password, device 
store ID and password, and we will try to help 

you get OverDrive and OneClickDigital. 

Come in for some 1 on 1 help. 

Please call ahead to make sure we have 
someone available to help 

860-491-3234 

***** 

Children’s Programs: 

The children’s department at the Goshen 
Public Library is busy, busy, busy! Many new 
and wonderful books have come in and we 
are continuing our Pre-K and K-6 programs 
throughout the New Year.   

“Science Club” for grades 3-6 will continue 
through June every first Tuesday of the 
month.  

Pre-school Story Hour will resume in 
January and run for nine consecutive 
Wednesdays at 10:30-11:15 and Thursdays at 
11:45AM (immediately after morning 
preschool).  

******* 

We have a weekly email newsletter that 
comes out on Thursday mornings – please 
go to our web site and fill in the box asking 

to be added to the e-newsletter list or 
contact frontdesk@goshenpublib.org  

to get signed up for it!   

***** 

Outreach 

Unable to visit the library?  We’ll come to you 
if you are ill or unable to drive.  Call 
860-491-3234 to arrange outreach services. 

***** 

Reading Challenge 2016 

For our patrons who love a challenge, come in 
and pick up a list of categories that will 
encourage you to read outside your usual 
authors and topics.  Explore what we have at 
the library and enjoy yourself too! 

The general comment from participants was 
that they never would have read some of these 
books, but they really loved the challenge! 
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Goshen Community Care & Hospice is proud to 
announce its 2015 Collector’s Holiday Ornament 

Goshen Community Care and Hospice 
brings you the artistic work of longtime 
Goshen watercolorist Joyce Bellmay. On 
our 2015 collector’s holiday ornament, 
she creates a rendering of Kobylenski 
Lodge at Camp Cochipianee. 

Joyce moved from Litchfield and has 
made Goshen her home here for many 
years.  She earned an Associate’s Degree 
in Fine Arts from Vernon Court Junior 
College in Newport, Rhode Island, where 

she focused on the study of nudes and beaches using oils and charcoal. In 
1993, she earned an Associate Degree in Therapeutic Recreation at 
Northwestern Connecticut Community College, with watercolors as her 
media choice. Joyce states, “It’s surprising and exciting with transparency 
of colors that flow and mix; sometimes it just happens like magic. Painting 
can be therapeutic, stimulating and relaxing.” 

Our 2015 ornament features Kobylenski Lodge at Camp Cochipianee, 
previously owned by the Long Rivers Boy Scout Council.  In 1975, using a 
combination of state and federal funds, Goshen purchased the facility. The 
campground consists of about 58 acres including a pond and lodge. The 
lodge was condemned in 1976 but could not be torn down under terms of 
the federal grant unless it was replaced by one of equal size.  It was 
stabilized but was not available for recreational use.  In 1983 it was named 
Kobylenski Lodge after First Selectman Richard Kobylenski and dedicated 
to him in recognition of the time and effort he invested in preserving the 
building.  Kobylenski Lodge was renovated in 1994 and became part of 
Camp Cochipianee, which had been used as a summer camp for Goshen 
children since the early 1980s.  The Goshen Recreation Commission has 
added the soccer/baseball field, dredged the swimming area, and added 3 
recreation buildings. In summation, the forward thinking of the Recreation 
Commission and other leadership in Goshen has brought many happy 
moments and memories to people, especially the children of our lovely 
little town. 

Camp Cochipianee is located at 291 Beach Street in Goshen, Connecticut.  
In any season, enjoy a walk through its beautiful acreage; in the summer, 
take a swim in the natural pond; and on Election Day, cast your vote in the 
Kobylenski Lodge. 

As in years past, our ornament also features the artwork of Sara Taft, a 
past volunteer with GCC&H.  Her “Light up a Life Tree” appears on the 
reverse side.  We hope you enjoy this year’s collector’s ornament.  We 
appreciate your support of Goshen Community Care and Hospice. 860-
491-HOPE 

Our ornament will be seen first at the Goshen Fair in September on Labor 
Day weekend.  It will also be available for purchase at the following local 
businesses in November and again will cost $10.00. Thank you to 
businesses: Fleig & Newbury Framing and Archery, Frames and Furnishings, 
Goshen Wine and Spirits, Goshen Town Hall, Goshen Public Library, Mary 
Stuart Bed and Breakfast, New Goshenette, Studio G, Torrington Savings 
Bank, and the Union Savings Bank.  To the Goshen Summer Market, the 
Congregational Church of Christ, and St. Thomas of Villanova Church, we 
thank you for accommodating our members in offering the sale of the 
ornaments at your locations in December. 
 

***** 

Friends of the Goshen Public Library 

Did you know that the Friends of the Library 
pay for almost all of the programs that you  
see from foreign policy to author talks?  The 
Friends also keep the children in construction 
paper, crayons, and glue sticks?  The Friends 
purchase all the Museum Passes that give you 
free admission (or a reduced rate) to many 
museums around the area?  We are so lucky to 
have a group like the Friends of Goshen 
Public Library and right now they could use 
your support.  If you can help by giving time 
to our book sale effort or if you have any 
ideas that you may have to make us a better 
library, please come to the Friends meeting 
the first Tuesday of the month at 5PM or drop 
some change in the Friends Jar on the 
circulation desk!   

   
***** 

 Look for our events on  
Facebook and Instagram 

  ********* 
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Goshen Community Care and Hospice, Inc.
Debbie DiPietro, Coordinator

860-491-HOPE (4673)
Our non-profit organization assists Goshen residents in their time of need.  Our mission is to help individuals 
live in dignity, safety and comfort.  The coordinator and volunteers offer free, non-nursing services through six 
basic programs: Home Again, Outreach, Hospice, Community Care, Tuesday Senior Social and our Medical 
Loan Closet. 
If you are interested in volunteering and making a difference in someone’s life, we would love to hear from you!

Goshen Food Pantry
(Located at the Congregational Church)

We are accepting non – perishables to stock our local food pantry.  Please drop off items at the Congregation-
al Church (Items can be left outside the office door on the bench) or the Fiscal office at Town Hall.  The Food 
Pantry is supplied through the generosity of the Church of Christ Congregational members, St Thomas Church 
members, and our local residents. 
Please call the Church of Christ for more info 860-491-2793 or Town Hall 860-491-2308
“No act of kindness, no matter how small is ever wasted.”  Aesop  

Goshen Community Care and Hospice
Light Up A Life Ceremony

Please join Goshen Community Care and Hospice on Sunday, December 6, at 4:30 pm in the Old Town 
Hall for our 2015 holiday season Light Up A Life program.  Once again, we will celebrate our loved 
ones in song, prayer, the reading of names in our “Book of Remembrance,” and, as always in lighting 
our town tree.  This is truly a beautiful and meaningful event.
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The Torrington Country Club, Inc. 
250 Torrington Road, Goshen, CT  06756 

www.torringtoncountryclub.com

 
 

A private Golf and Social Club in the most beautiful spot in 
Connecticut.  Let us welcome you into our family! 

***Announcing A Limited Time Offer*** 
Receive 50% off 2016 and 25% off 2017 Dues  

With a Two-Year Golf Membership Commitment  
Plus begin enjoying your membership now! 

 
~ Pristine 18-hole Golf Course ~ Driving Range ~  
~ Two PGA Golf Professionals, four Instructors ~  

~ Private Club Network ~ 
Panoramic Member Restaurant and Lounge   

Award Winning Golf Shop 
220-Seat Modern Banquet Facility  

For information, email us at tccclub@optonline.net  
or call 860-491-2440  
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The Goshen Green Garden 2015
The Goshen Green Garden completed its second year. What a stellar year it was! 420 lbs of fresh organic pro-
duce was delivered to the Community Soup Kitchen, Friendly Hands, Fish (all of Torrington) and to Goshen 
Community ‘Care and Hospice.   An increase of 33.3% !  

The garden was begun in 2014 through the efforts of the 4/1 Earth Ministry team of the Church of Christ Con-
gregational composed of Lynn Fulkerson, Susan Jerrykitz, Janet Hooper and Brigitte Michaud. It is divided into 
12 individual plots and four plots dedicated to growing fresh organic produce for those in need, the Garden of 
Feeding. Judith Armstrong and Susan Strand joined the  leadership team this year. At the moment all individual 
plots are spoken for, but anyone interested is encouraged to put their name on the waiting list.

Each plot in the Garden of Feeding is headed by a team captain who oversees planting, weeding and watering, 
harvesting and distribution. Crops are carefully rotated annually.  Tomatoes, beans, broccoli, carrots, beets, a 
variety of lettuce, radishes, onions, summer and winter squash were planted. The raspberry canes have  taken  
hold and are producing luscious berries. The  captains this year, Jan Kennedy, Jan Riley, Janet Hooper and Bri-
gitte Michaud struggled through a cold and wet spring, then a very dry and heated summer to produce a strong 
harvest.

The Garden is located on land leased from the Goshen Agricultural Society on Rt. 63 across from the Fair 
grounds. It is a true community effort and what a community it is!  Dexter Kinsella and Tom Breor plowed and 
tilled the land, Tom Breakell, Laura Day  and Mary Tracy donated composted manure. The Alternative Incarcer-
ation Program erected the fences, Carl Contadini made an amazing sign, John Breakell and the Goshen Agri-
cultural society kept the tanks of water filled. So many volunteers helped weed, water and harvest. Boy scout 
Troop35 under the leadership of Scoutmaster Rob Roy worked hard putting the ‘garden to bed’, pulled crops, 
rotated the compost piles and prepared the gardens for winter.

Growing vegetables in an individual plots or volunteering in the Garden of Feeding produced additional joy. It 
started a re-connection with our soil, promoted healthy physical outdoor activities, resulted in creativity with 
different methods of gardening and created an additional layer of socializing and learning for all ages in our 
already fabulous town.

Interested in an individual plot or helping with planting and caring for the Garden of Feeding 2016 or any other 
questions, please call the office of the Church of Christ  860-491-2793
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      Litchfield Hills Chore Service 
The Perfect Gift for the senior in your life: 

A Gift Certificate for Chore Services 

For Seniors over 60, the Chore Service Provides 
   ●   Help with housekeeping, laundry or cooking 
   ●   Help with odd jobs around the house or yard  
   ●   Transportation to shopping or appointments 

A Gift Certificate for 1, 2, or 3 hours or more of chore services will make life a 
little easier for your elderly neighbor or family member and is a meaningful way to 
remember them at holidays, birthdays or to just say thank you.   Or give an hour or 
two anonymously to help a senior with some extra support during the holidays or 
winter months.  Driving to shopping, help putting up their Christmas Tree, the 
Chore Service will see that a senior gets the help he or she needs during this busy 
season.   Rate - $20 per hour – buy 2 or more hours and get the 1st hour at ½ price. 

Call the Chore Service 

  Coordinator, Sally Irwin – 860-567-6121 
www.ChoreServicesLH.org – A 501(c)(3) tax deductible organization 
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The Caroline T. Brooks Fund
The Caroline T. Brooks Fund was established under the Will of Alice L. Carlisle, who was a resident of the 
Town of Goshen. The purpose of the Fund is to provide medical care for the children of the Town of Goshen 
(particularly for their eyes, ears, noses, throats and teeth), whose parents or  guardians are unable to afford 
such care and treatment.

Parents or guardians who have been residents of the Town of Goshen for at least twelve months may complete 
an application for any child under age 18 or under who is a Goshen resident.

Applications are available at the First Selectman’s office, Town of Goshen, and at The Goshen Congregational 
Church.  They are accepted on a rolling basis. 

Applications will be considered by a committee consisting of the First Selectman of the Town of Goshen, the 
minister of The Goshen Congregational Church and a Trust Officer of Bank of America provided under the 
terms of the Will.  The committee reviews applications approximately every other month (or as needed). 

Decisions are based on the financial need of the family and any personal or extenuating circumstances (such 
as an unemployed parent). The committee considers monthly net cash flow, adjusted gross income from the 
tax return and liquid assets, when evaluating the financial need of an applicant.
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JOIN US AGAIN FOR OUR EARTH FILM SERIES

Films are shown the Third Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Room under the Church of 
Christ Congregational. Free admission. Free soup, bread and dessert. Soup at 6:30.  Film at 7:00

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
 JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP, FOOD AND A FOCUS ON OUR THE

 IMPERATIVE FOR ONE EARTH

Holiday greetings from members of the Goshen Garden Club.  It is a time of rest from our gardening chores 
and celebration of another successful year bringing out the beauty inherent in our rural community.  We 
thank Anne Gustafson for her two years of dedicated leadership as the GGC president.  Anne has been a 
delight to work with as she participated in all of our activities.  Thank you, Anne.  
Among our activities:  the beautiful garden at the Red Barn (literally a traffic-stopper) and our own memo-
rial garden adjacent to it - the red geraniums at the Veteran Memorials and the cheerful barrel of flowers 
welcoming visitors to Town Hall - our 75th anniversary garden at Camp Coch that grew so successfully it 
will need some dedicated attention - the better behaved garden at the firehouse - the bouquets in the library.   
All the while some members brought fresh flowers to area nursing homes to help the residents create bou-
quets to enjoy in their own rooms.  Others have decorated and donated a tree to the LARC Festival.  In June 
the club awarded scholarships to two Wamogo graduates.  
Our president for Years 2016 and 2017 will be Dolores Raimo.  Dolores so enjoyed her first stint as presi-
dent 2010-2011 that she is looking forward to another term.  Good luck once again, Dolores.  
Thanks, Everyone, for your support of our recent very successful fundraiser at the Torrington Country Club 
featuring Gina Barreca and a delicious lunch and amazing raffle baskets and auction items.  We are looking 
forward to welcoming all our faithful supporters and new friends to our Spring Plant Sale in May.  

January 20: Climate Refugees – a well-filmed view of the role of climate change in 
creating human displacement and refugee challenges.

February 17: Elemental – a 2013 film describing three environmental activists from 
India, Canada and Australia – “A Last Stand for Nature against Mighty Odds”.

March 16: More Than Honey – examines our need for honeybees and their plight. The 
film examines the science, the beauty and the search for solutions.

April 20:   The Revolution Movie: an award winner movie by Rob Stewart who filmed 
it over four years throughout 15 countries –filled with wildlife spectacles.
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Sharon Porpiglia, The Warner Theatre, AJ’s Steak & 
Pizza-- and to all who purchased tickets for the 
Tasting and bought auction items in support of The 

Goshen Good Neighbor Fund, Inc. Thank you, 
Allen Kinsella, for emceeing the evening! 

YOUR GOSHEN GOOD NEIGHBOR FUND, INC. 
 
     In 1977, a small group of concerned Goshen residents joined together to raise funds to meet the 
emergency needs of a neighbor.  That act of neighbors working together to assist a neighbor led to the 
formation of the Goshen Good Neighbor Fund, Inc. 

     In the years the organization has been operating, there have been over eighty individuals or families 
assisted in times of emergency need. Financial support, whether   small or large, is addressed to the best 

of the Fund’s abilities and expedited in a timely manner. 

 “Thank you so much for helping me through this trying time.  The enormous generosity of the 
Goshen Good Neighbor Fund is deeply appreciated, and words cannot express my gratitude...” 

The Goshen Good Neighbor Fund, Inc. serves those who live in Goshen and who, for whatever reason, find 
themselves in need of emergency financial assistance.  If you or someone you know has a need, we invite you to 
contact your place of worship, the Goshen First Selectman’s office or any member of the board listed below.  
Requests are always handled with the utmost discretion and confidentiality.  

Concerns about the current economy and an anticipated increased need for help with utility payments and home 
heating oil during the winter months easily impact the availability of assistance money.  It is our hope that funds 
will always be available in future generations for those who need it.  Please consider helping in that effort by 
becoming a supporter of the Goshen Good Neighbor Fund, Inc. with a donation in any amount comfortable for 
you.  Your contribution will enable the organization to continue meeting residents’ needs. Please note that the 
names of donors will be listed in newsletters and publications unless the donor requests anonymity.  
 
Checks can be made payable to “The Goshen Good Neighbor Fund” and mailed to this address:   

The Goshen Good Neighbor Fund, Inc.  
P.O. Box 492  

Goshen, CT  06756  

We thank you for your ongoing support of this community fund. 

Carol Aldrich, Treasurer  860-491-3049  Frankie Pardon 860-491-2056   
Dora Csehak, 860-618-5401    Matt Sweet 860-491-3979 
Marcia Barker, Secretary 860-491-2368  Lisa Tillmann  860-491-5472 
Allen Kinsella, Vice President  860-491-3720 Kit Wright, President 860-491-2419 
Dan Kobylenski  860-491-0101   Lu-Ann Zbinden 860-491-3399  
    

42A North Street, Goshen, CT 06756  •  860-491-2308  •  www.goshenct.gov

Please note:  Gifts to The Goshen Good Neighbor Fund are tax deductible based on the Fund’s 501(c)(3) public charity 
status.  No exchange of goods, services or property is provided by The Goshen Good Neighbor Fund, Inc. in relation to 
charitable gifts.
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       The Goshen Good Neighbor Fund, Inc. 
                                  P.O. Box 492 
                            Goshen, CT  06756 

“I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the 
community, and as long as I live it is my privilege 
to do for it whatever I can.”    
                                       --George Bernard Shaw 
 
THANK YOU!.... 
Your ongoing support enables us to continue 
meeting the needs of neighbors who are 
experiencing financial emergency situations.  The 
financial and volunteer contributions received 
from individuals and families help sustain our 
mission of providing financial relief to our 
neighbors in a timely manner and with the 
utmost discretion.  

Thank you to the volunteers who helped us 
with 2016 calendar sales at this year’s 
Goshen Fair: 
Jessica Barber 
Ann Booth 
Emily Carlson and Terri Carlson 
Darlene Connelly 
Dora Csehak 
Ana Diehl and Tammy Diehl 
Johanna Kimball 
Vicki Kinsella 
Lorraine Lucas 
Sheryl Nemergut 
Sharon Porpiglia 
Crystal Tillmann 
Laurie Sweet 
Cyrena and Hannah Zemaitis 

A special thank you to The Goshen Agricultural 
Association for allowing the Goshen Good 
Neighbor Fund to use the old T-Shirt booth for 
calendar sales. We had a roof over our head! 
 
Colleen Finn and Andrea Loomis serve Milk House 
specialty chocolates at the pairing… 
  

3rd ANNUAL 
CHOCOLATE AND 
WINE PAIRING 
September 19, 2015 
Co-sponsored by 
Goshen Wine & Spirits 

and Thorncrest Farm/Milk House Artisanal 
Chocolates, fifty guests gathered on the loft at 
Thorncrest Farm’s barn for an educational epicurean 
tasting experience and a magical evening of 
sampling, camaraderie and laughter.  
Over $4,000 was raised to assist our neighbors! 
Thank you to Kimberly and Clint Thorn, 
Johanna 
Kimball, 
Kimberly Munn 
and Roger 
Kimball 
(pictured above) 
for coordinating 
and hosting this 
enchanting 
evening with the 
assistance of their 
families, knowledgeable staff and special friends—
Andrea Loomis, Colleen Finn, Patty Sanders, 
Trish McTague, Garret Thorn, Jess Savory and 
Tarrie Marhefsky.  We are also appreciative to 
those who participated in the spirited auction held 
during the event, those who donated items/services 
--including our hosts, Litchfield Distillery, Master 
Gardener Jess Savory, The Goshen Players, Inc., 
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Learn about coverage options 
and discounts in Goshen. CALL 

& SAVE today!

YOUR LOCAL FARMERS AGENT CURRENTLY OFFERS SAVINGS FOR:

860.866.5615
www.farmersagent.com/rlayer          

59 TORRINGTON RD, GOSHEN, CT 06756

JONATHON
STEFANOVICHROBERT LAYER

Find us on 
Facebook

Goshen Town Topics	 Page 21



From The Registrar of Voters Office: 

2016 is the year of the Presidential Election.  Here are a few points of 
interest: 

• The Presidential Primary in CT is April 26, 2016. 

• To be able to vote in a Republican or Democratic Primary you must be 
registered in that respected party. 

• Deadline for enrolled party members to transfer enrollment from one 
party to the other, for voting in their “new” party’s presidential 
primary is January 26, 2016. 

• If you are 17 years of age and will be 18 by the November 8, 2016 – 
Election Day, you may register to vote and vote in the Presidential 
Primary. 

• If you have any questions please feel free to contact Nanci Howard or 
Susan Breakell in the Registrar of Voters office at 860-491-2308 ext. 
236. 

If you are not registered to vote, we encourage you to do so.  Every vote 
counts to shape tomorrow. 

Our office hours are the 1st and the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 
9am-12pm. 

Thank you,  

Nanci Howard and Susan Breakell

42A North Street, Goshen, CT 06756  •  860-491-2308  •  www.goshenct.gov
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Goshen Kids’ Corner
Connect

the
Dots!
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Winter Word Scramble 
1. Omsnwan  _______________________________________  

2. iterwn aewldonnrd  ______________________________  
3. tho aooclhtec  __________________________________  
4. imtntes  _______________________________________  
5. iddgesln  ______________________________________  
6. facsr  _________________________________________  
7. Alswfkone  _____________________________________  
8. eic ikatsign  ____________________________________  
9. bedcreme  _____________________________________  
10. osrft  _________________________________________  
11. Lceiic _________________________________________  
12. podrhul ______________________________________  
13. anast sluca ____________________________________  
14. eneeridr  ______________________________________  
15. thewi mirscstah  ________________________________ 

(answers on next page)

 

Town Calendar 
Our town of  Goshen has a universal 
community calendar on the home page of  
the website in the upper R hand corner!! 
Click on any date and all listed activities 
will come up. 

When fully utilized and known, it will be a 
fabulous tool for all organizations to plan 
and communicate their events!  It will be 
quick access for residents to see what is 
going on in town on any given day. 
At this time, all entries will go to  
Town Clerk Barbara Breor,  
(townclerk@goshenct.gov), as she is 
designated to make all entries, she’s asking 
for 5 days’ notice. 
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Answers 
1. Snowman 
2. Winter Wonderland 
3. Hot Chocolate 
4. Mittens 
5. Sledding 
6. Scarf 
7. Snowflake 
8. Ice Skating 
9. December 
10. Frost 
11. Icicle 
12. Rudolph 
13. Santa Claus 
14. Reindeer 
15. White Christmas 

2 cups macadamia nuts

11/2 cups sugar

12 tablespoons (1 1/2 sticks) unsalted 
butter, at room temperature

1/2 cup vegetable shortening

2 large eggs

1 tablespoon vanilla extract

1 tablespoon almond extract

2 3/4 cups all-purpose flour

Directions

Put the macadamia nuts in a food processor 
and process until smooth and buttery (this 
should measure about 1 cup). Add the sugar, 
butter and shortening and pulse until blend-
ed. Add the eggs and vanilla and almond 
extracts and pulse until blended. Add the 
flour, baking soda and salt and pulse until 
just incorporated.

Transfer the cookie dough to a medium 
bowl and fold in the white chocolate chips, 
pistachios and cranberries. Cover and refrig-
erate the dough for 30 minutes.

Adjust the oven racks to the upper and 
lower thirds and preheat the oven to 375 de-
grees F. Coat 2 baking sheets with cooking 
spray.

Scoop out heaping tablespoons of dough, 
roll into balls and space about 2 inches 
apart on the prepared baking sheets. (You 
will need to bake the cookies in batches; be 
sure to allow the baking sheets to cool in 
between batches.)

Bake until the bottoms and edges of the 
cookies are golden brown but the middles 
are still soft, about 10 minutes. (The cookies 
will bake a bit after they come out of the 
oven) Press a chocolate candy kiss into each 
warm cookie. Allow the cookies to cool on 
the baking sheet for a few minutes and then 
transfer to a rack to cool completely. Store 
at room temperature in an airtight container 
for up to 3 days.

1 1/4 teaspoons baking soda

1/2 teaspoon fine salt

2 cups white chocolate chips

1 cup pistachios, roughly chopped

1 cup dried cranberries

Nonstick cooking spray
48 to 60 red-and-white striped chocolate 
kiss candies

Ingredients
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Full Page
7 1/2” wide
x 10” tall

$ 170

Half Page
7 1/2” wide
x 4 3/4” tall

$ 100

Business  Card
$ 50

Half Page
10” tall
x 3 5/8” wide

$ 100

Quarter Page
VERTICAL ONLY
3 5/8” wide
x 4 3/4” tall

$ 65

PLEASE NOTE:

Regular - 2 page spread:  $340
Center  - 2 page spread:  $355

ADVERTISING RATES FOR

Town Topics
ALL ARTWORK MUST BE CAMERA READY

Payment is required with advertising order

Town of Goshen 
Town Topics Adverting 

42 North Street 
Goshen, CT 06756

lpaige@goshenct.gov
860-491-2308
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TOWN PHONE NUMBERS

To reach an extension, call the number listed below.  
You will be asked to dial the extension listed below.  If the person you are calling
is unable to answer their phone, you will be able to leave a message in the 
individual’s voice mail.  

NAME TITLE PHONE EXT HOURS

Animal Control Officer 860-824-2500
Baldwin, Bill Fire Marshal 860-601-8940 Cell phone
Barber, Lisa Assessment Clerk 860-491-2115 229 Tues & Wed 9-12 & 1-4
Breakell, Kate Data Entry Clerk 860-491-6034 223 Mon & Wed 8:30-4
Breakell, Kate Library Aide 860-491-3234 Library Phone Number
Breakell, Sue Registrar of Voters 860-491-2308 236 1st & 3rd Tues 9-noon
Breor, Barbara L. Town Clerk 860-491-3647 224 Mon-Thurs 9-12 & 1-4 & Fri 9-1
Connor, Marty Enforcement Officer 860-491-2308 232 Tues & Thurs 7:30am-9:45am
Doherty, Nadine Children's Coordinator 860-491-3234 Library Phone Number
Gregoire, Paula Library Aide 860-491-3234 Library Phone Number
Hall, Barry Fire Chief 860-491-2526
Harlow, Garret Public Works 860-491-6029 Mon-Friday 7:00 - 3:00
Howard, Nanci Registrar of Voters 860-491-2308 236 1st & 3rd Tues 9-noon
Hurlburt, Erin Assistant Town Clerk 860-491-2308 225
Hussman, Lucy Assessor 860-491-2115 230 Tues & Wed 9-12 & 1-4
Jurchert Derungs, Rebecca Tax Collector 860-491-3275 226 Tues 9-12 & Wed 1-4
Kinsella, Dexter Selectman 860-491-3433 Home number
Manley, Joseph Building Official 860-491-2308 231 Tues & Thurs 7:30am-10am
Mitchell, R. Chris Emergency Vehicle Tech 860-491-2526 Non-Emergencies call Firehouse
Paige, Lucille First Selectman's Aide 860-491-2308 239 Tues, Wed & Thursday
Perry, Virginia Administrative Assistant 860-491-6034 228 Mon-Thurs 8:30-4 & Fri 8:30-12
Romano, Steven Selectman 860-491-3765 Home number
Steinmayer, Lynn Library Director 860-491-3234 Library Phone Number
Valentine, Robert First Selectman 860-491-2308 221 Mon-Thurs 8:30-4 & Fri 8:30-12
Winn, Donna Recreation Director 860-491-2249 Mon-Thurs 8:30-4 & Fri 9-12
Camp Cochipianee 291 Beach St. 860-491-3367
Goshen Firehouse 181 Sharon Tpke. 860-491-2526 or 860-491-3855
Goshen Library 860-491-3234
Goshen Library FAX 860-491-0100
Public Works FAX 38 Torrington Rd. 860-491-6036
Town Hall FAX 42 North St. 860-491-6028

OTHER PHONE NUMBERS (NOT OWNED BY TOWN) 

Action Wildlife 860-482-4465
Goshen Fairgrounds 860-491-3655 Leave Message
Goshen Post Office 860-491-2733
State Police - Canaan 800-497-0403
U.S.A. Hauling - Recycling 860-379-1662
Woodridge Lake Property Owners Association 860-491-3424
Woodridge Lake Sewer District 860-491-2705
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