[bookmark: _GoBack]TOWN OF GOSHEN
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
MINUTES – Regular Meeting
Town Hall Conference Room
April 26, 2016

PRESENT:  Robert P. Valentine, Dexter S. Kinsella, Steve M. Romano
OTHERS:    Allan Walker, Patrick Reilly, Cindy Barrett
EXCUSED:  

Robert P. Valentine called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
IN A MOTION made by Dexter S. Kinsella, seconded by Robert P. Valentine, it was VOTED to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2016 meeting as submitted. Motion carried.  (Steve Romano Abstained)  

MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES:   NONE

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL AND WARRANT: April 28, 2016 IN A MOTION made by Steve Romano, seconded by Dexter S. Kinsella, it was VOTED to approve the warrant and payroll of April 28, 2016 in the amount of $51,509.47. It was noted included in the warrant was the payroll in the amount of $24,172.30 and the warrant in the amount of $27,337.17. Voted unanimous.   

PUBLIC COMMENT:   Patrick Reilly, Goshen Public Library Board President submitted a letter requesting funds be added to the library budget for a clerk to take minutes of the library board meetings.  After discussion, the Board of Selectmen agreed to add funds to the library budget for commission clerk.  The Board of Selectmen also made clear that the normal process for determining compensation for that individual and the standard hiring procedure would need to be followed. 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT:
Bob reported that most of his time during the past week was taken up crafting budgets.

Bob mentioned that he had spent two days recently in Hartford speaking to our area legislators concerning recent proposed budget cuts to the town of Goshen.  Discussions centered on grants to include zeroing out ECS (Education Cost Sharing grant) and PILOT (Payment in Lieu of taxes) grant and MRSA (Municipal Revenue Sharing Account) totaling approximately $280,000.

Additionally, Bob attended a meeting also in Hartford with the Northwest Council of Governments and the Northeast Council of Governments in an effort to work cooperatively on legislative issues that affect both “Council of Governments”.

The Board of Selectmen discussed an ordinance distributed earlier by Bob from the town of Harwinton concerning stone walls. After discussion the Board of Selectmen agreed that a similar ordinance could be helpful for Goshen. Bob will ask Attorney Chip Roraback to review Harwinton’s ordinance and come back with recommendations for the Board at a later date.
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CORRESPONDENCE:       None

OLD BUSINESS:
Budgets – As Steve Romano was absent from last week’s meeting, those budgets were reviewed by Steve with no recommendations for changes.

Personnel Policy – Employee Health Insurance
Bob opened a discussion on town employees contributing to their health insurance premiums by pointing out that many employers require their employees to contribute and most municipalities do so as well.  Bob believes the time has come for the town of Goshen to consider the same.  Bob however felt that if employees were to be asked to contribute, pay increases should offset the first year’s contribution. Dexter Kinsella believes that inasmuch as our town employees are dedicated and do a very good job for the town’s people, he did not support asking employees to contribute at this time.    Steve Romano acknowledged that many private sector employees do require contributions, but felt that if employees were to contribute, offsetting the contribution with pay increases would not be his preference.  Steve also agreed with Dexter’s comments concerning the dedication of town employees.  The discussion concluded with the Board of Selectmen consensus to continue the current system of health insurance for another year.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:     None

ADJOURNMENT:
IN A MOTION made by Robert P. Valentine, seconded by Steve Romano, it was VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 p.m.  Voted unanimous.


Respectfully submitted,


Virginia Perry 
Selectman’s Administrative Assistant 
