TOWN OF GOSHEN
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
MINUTES – Regular Meeting
Town Hall Conference Room
April 21, 2015



PRESENT:  Robert P. Valentine, Steven M. Romano, Dexter Kinsella
OTHERS:    Cindy Barrett 

Robert Valentine called the meeting to order at 5:03 pm.

IN A MOTION made by Steven M. Romano, seconded by Dexter S. Kinsella, it was VOTED that the minutes of the meeting of April 14, 2015, were approved as submitted.  Motion carried.   

MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES:   With reference to the Lake Weed Committee, Bob Valentine reported that he has located aquatic testing equipment and will contact Dr. George Knoecklein for his approval.  Steve Romano asked that Attorney Grimes be identified as Sean O’Neill’s legal counsel in the minutes of April 14, 2015.

IN A MOTION made by Steven M. Romano, seconded by Dexter S. Kinsella, it was VOTED to approve the warrant and payroll of April 23, 2015, in the amount of $42,587.81.  It was noted that included in the payroll and warrant were the payroll in the amount of $19,374.64 and the warrant in the amount of $23,213.17.  Voted unanimous.  (Contained in this warrant were payments to Stirling  Benefits.)

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Cindy Barrett commented that the drainage repair on the corner of Ives and Brynmoor roads is working very well.

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT:
Bob Valentine announced that the new town website is up and running with many improvements and ease of accessibility to obtain information.  The Community Calendar is in need of announcements regarding community events coming up from the many organizations in the area.

Bob reported that bids are going out from Public Works for chip seal and crack seal, and replacement of a culvert on East Hyderdale Rd.

Bob reported that a poll taken at a recent meeting of the Northwest Hills Council of Governments, found the majority of the area towns are implementing increases of 2% to 2.5% for employee compensations.

CORRESPONDENCE:   None
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Under Old Business, 8 a. Bob reported that upon final word from the Town of Cornwall, at their Board of Selectmen meeting tonite, the joint application for town(s) accessibility to provide travel for handicapped and disabled citizens for medical and important appointments will be able to move forward (5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities).  Bob will complete the legal application,  legal notice in the newspaper and legal announcements to transportation providers.

8.b Budget(s) 2015-2016:
Animal Control – Bob has done all he can given the information at hand.

Welfare:  under Other Welfare, Bob reported on his conversation with Barbara Spiegel at the Susan B. Anthony organization that justified the small increase.

The Recreation budget going to the Board of Finance will show an adjustment to the hours worked of the custodian for Camp Coch and funding for maintenance of the winter ice-rink.

IN A MOTION made by Dexter S. Kinsella, seconded by Steven M. Romano, it was VOTED to forward to the Board of Finance the following budget submittals:  Conservation of Health, Fire Protection, Insurance, Welfare, Animal Control, Waste Removal, Employee Benefits, Public Works, Recreation, Town Office Building, Capital and Non-Recurring, Newsletter and Revenue.  Voted unanimous.

Bob Valentine presented a spread sheet that showed various potential mil rates, and fund balances for Goshen. A brief discussion was held on the recommended mil rate.  Bob Valentine pointed out and recommended that the mil rate, under budget year 2015-2016 can be lowered by 3/10 (due, in part, to the decrease in the assessment for the school budget) and that this lowered mil rate be recommended to the Board of Finance. Dexter Kinsella agreed with the recommendation and that taxpayers should pay only what is needed to cover expenses for the town.

IN A MOTION made by Robert P. Valentine, seconded by Steven M. Romano, it was VOTED to accept the recommendation from the Library Board to update the job description of the Library Aide, as submitted.  Voted unanimous.

IN A MOTION made by Dexter S. Kinsella, seconded by Steven M. Romano, it was VOTED to accept the resignation of Matthew Wheeler from the Ag Council as submitted.  Voted unanimous.

IN A MOTION made by Dexter S. Kinsella, seconded by Steven M. Romano, it was VOTED to appoint Andrea Loomis to the Ag-Council (replacing Matthew Wheeler) whose term expires 10/31/15.  Voted unanimous.
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The Board of Selectmen reached consensus to take no action at this time on item 9.c - the vacancies on the Zoning Board of Appeals.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:    Bob announced the upcoming citation to be given to a resident of Goshen who has achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.  The Board of Selectman executed an Official Citation forwarding recognition to Alec Foeller, in recognition of his receipt of the highest achievement in Boy Scouting, the Eagle Scout Award.  This award will be officially presented on Sunday, May 31, 2015.

IN A MOTION made by Steven M. Romano, seconded by Dexter S. Kinsella, it was VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 5:55 p.m.  Voted unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,



Lucille A. Paige, First Selectman’s Aide
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