GOSHEN BOARD OF FINANCE

REGULAR MEETING

CONFERENCE ROOM

October 26, 2016
1 CALL TO ORDER: Allan D. Walker called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

2 ATTENDANCE: Allan D. Walker, Edward (Ned) Bixler, Ed Davidson, James Korner, Scott Tillmann, Richard Reis;  Alternates: Richard Reis, George Ziendenstein. 

Also present: Robert P. Valentine, First Selectman, Lucille A. Paige, Recording Secretary.

 

3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A MOTION MADE by Ned Bixler, seconded by Ned Richard Reis, it was VOTED to approve the minutes of the September 28, 2016 meeting. Noted for correction was: Add Sandra E. Welwood, Auditor in attendance.  Voted unanimous.  (Board of Fire Commissioners left at 7:34 pm.)
5 The Board by consensus, moved to item 5.  Board to meet with Town of Goshen Tax Collector, Rebecca Juchert-Derungs.  Ms. Derungs described the minor changes on the reporting format -  monthly report Tax Collector’s Report for Year to Date; addition of Uncollected Taxes w/o Refunds.  She distributed to the BOF members a comparison Delinquent List showing the differences from October 2015 and the same time period, October 2016.  The grand total of accounts for 2015 is 91 whereas the grand total for October 2016 is 47.  The bulk of delinquent accounts are being cleaned up.
First SelectmanValentine reported a minor dispute with a local taxpayer having a lien with the State Marshal.  All of the state statutes were followed by  Ms. Derungs. This is being handled by the Board of Selectmen, and the town Attorney.
The Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for November 21, 2016.

4  Budget/Financial reports for period ending 9/30/2016

    The BOF members reviewed the Financial Reports submitted by Debbie Franklin, Accounting 

    Consultant. No errors, omissions or questions were forthcoming.  These reports were duly 

    received by the Board of Finance members.
6  Report from First Selectman, Robert P. Valentine
    First Selectman Robert Valentine presented Capital Non-Recurring adjustments to be      

    placed in Capital Nonrecurring undesignated, 10-26-16:
  Assessor:   GIS Mapping

                                   $  61.93

                     Laser/Jet Duplexing Printer                              $717.92

  Library:      Air Conditioner  


            $447.95
                     Copier/Fax                                                         $464.72

                     Disc Repair Cleaner



$  25.00
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Public Works:  Undercarriage replacement


$583.80
                         Cat Excavator

Town Hall:
 Boiler Replacement



$2,891.27
TOTAL






$5,192.59

IN A MOTION made by Richard Reis, seconded by Ned Bixler, it was VOTED to approve the Non-Recurring adjustments presented by First Selectman Robert Valentine in the amount of $5,192.59.  Voted unanimous
     The issue of potential Wind Turbines on Torrington Water Company land is consuming more 

     time of the First Selectmen.  It is the consensus of the Board of Selectmen for the town should 

     obtain intervenor status if and when the BNE Energy, LLC files an application for 

     sitting turbines with the Sitting Council.  This will require the hiring of legal counsel.  First 

     Selectman Valentine will advise the BOF when that becomes necessary and will most likely 

     be asking for additional funding for same.

     The town’s over the rail mower has finally given up the ghost. Public Works has been 
     cannibalizing an old mower received from Woodridge Lake to keep the PW mower going, 
     however, it can no longer be used. The Woodridge Lake Sewer District has one that they 
     don’t use and will allow us to use it.  Thanks to the Woodridge Lake Sewer District.

     The Department of Health (DPH) has proposed consolidating the 73 health districts in the 
     state down to 8.  As part of the consolidation they also propose eliminating local control by 

     having the Commissioner of DPH appointing health district directors and have every 
     municipality pay 1.5% of their annual expenses to the new districts.  For Goshen, that is a 
     tenfold increase from approximately $16,000 to $158,000.
     The Library would like to add $361.50 to Capital for the purchase of a bar  code scanner in an 
     effort to address an issue with the current one that is 10 years old.

     IN A MOTION made by James Korner, seconded by Edward Davidson, it was VOTED to 

     appropriate $361.50 from Capital Nonrecurring undesignated to Library Bar Code Scanner in 

     Capital Nonrecurring. Voted unanimous.

     The new ambulance for the Goshen Volunteer Fire Company has been ordered.
7   CORRESPONDENCE:     NONE
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8   Any Other Business proper to come before the meeting:    

     First Selectman Valentine has been working on “marketing” the new Goshen/Cornwall Bus.
     Goshen Community Care & Hospice has donated $701 for the bus’s GPS device, costs for the 
     lettering and publicity.

     The meeting schedule for the Board of Finance for the 2017 year was distributed to all \

     members.  By consensus it was accepted as submitted.

9   IN A MOTION made by James Korner, seconded by Richard Reis, it was VOTED to adjourn
     the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Voted unanimous.
   

Respectfully submitted,

 
Lucille A. Paige, Recording Secretary
