GOSHEN BOARD OF FINANCE
REGULAR MEETING - MINUTES
AUGUST 24, 2016 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairmen Allan Walker called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

ATTENDANCE: Allan D. Walker, Ned Bixler, Richard Reis, Scott Tillman, James Korner, Alternates, Russell Hurley, George Zeidenstein, also present: First Selectman Bob Valentine
Absent:  Edward Davidson

SEATING OF THE ALTERNATE:  A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillman SECONDED BY Ned Bixler to seat George Zeidenstein as a regular member, there was no discussion SO VOTED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  IN A MOTION MADE by Scott Tillman SECONDED BY Richard Reis it was voted to approve the minutes of July 27, 2016 as presented SO VOTED. James Korner abstained.

FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE PERIOD OFF JULY 27, 2016:  Chairman Allan Walker had the minutes reflect that the Budget and Financial reports for the period ending 7/31/16 were received and reviewed by the Board of Finance. 

TAX COLLECTORS REPORT:  The report of the Tax Collector for the period ending July 31, 2016 was received and reviewed by the Board of Finance.  It was duly noted that Chairman Allan Walker requested the Board of Finance invite the town Tax Collector, Rebecca Juchert-Derungs, to attend the next board meeting, so that she may answer questions and bring any suggestions she may have for the board.  

FISCAL YEAR 2015/2016 CONTINGENCY TRANSFERS: Fiscal Year July 1 2015-June 30, 2016 Fiscal Year Contingency Fund adjustments: Presented to the board for consideration were the following Contingency Fund adjustments for June 30, 2016: 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ned Bixler seconded by Richard Reis to transfer $1,698.74 from the Contingency to Animal Control, (Regional Animal Control Arrangement), no Discussion SO VOTED.
 A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to transfer $263.96 from Contingency to Conservation of Health (Paramedic Option), no discussion SO VOTED. 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein seconded by Scott Tillman to transfer $647.64 from Contingency to Fire Commissioners budget, (Clerk’s Wages) no discussion, SO VOTED.
 A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillman seconded by James Korner to transfer $1,632.83 from Contingency to Fiscal Office, (Consultant) no discussion, SO VOTED.
 A MOTION WAS MADE BY James Korner seconded by Allan Walker to transfer $7,021.80 from Contingency to Newsletter, (Additional newsletters partially offset by contributions) no discussion, SO VOTED.
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan Walker seconded by Ned Bixler to transfer $872.81 from Contingency to Professional Services, (Legal Fees for Grey Lane) no discussion, SO VOTED.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ned Bixler seconded by Richard Reis to transfer $40.88 from Contingency to Streetlights (Increase in Electric costs), no discussion, SO VOTED.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis, seconded by George Zeidenstein to transfer $330.76 from Contingency to Water Pollution Control (Became active with Woodridge Lake Sewer Control), no discussion, SO VOTED.
 
REPORT FROM THE FIRST SELECTMAN:  First Selectman Robert Valentine, reported that the un-audited yearend looks to be in the positive at approximately $225,000.  Tax Collector Rebecca Juchert-Derungs will close out the books and the audit should soon be finished. Bob Valentine added that it would be remiss to not say that our tax collector did an excellent job this year.  
The new Goshen Cornwall Senior Bus should be arriving around the end of the month.  The towns are hoping to have it operational by October 1st.  It is the intention to have the bus used for doctor and wellness visits on certain days, Tuesdays will be for Sharon/Salisbury shopping and Thursdays for shopping in Torrington. Details to follow in the Town Topic’s newsletter.
Shelbourne Drive Project is coming along.  Work on the drainage project is almost complete, except for some plantings that will be done early next month.
The Camp Coch Administrative Building project is underway having awarded a contract to an architect.  Once the designs are complete there will be a better understanding of the costs.
Garret Harlow of Public Works has ordered a new six wheel PW Truck.  PW has always used International for its vehicles; the State Bid came back with Freightliner.  The difference between International and Freightliner was a savings of approximately $10,000.00.  It will take several months to be built and put into service.
The Milton Road Project proposed for next year:  Garret Harlow and Dave Batista of Lenard Engineering have done a comprehensive review of how best to use the approximate $550,000.00 Rural Minor Collector Grant that has been awarded for next year. It appears that the town will be able to use the grant along with $100,000.00 of town funds.  However, more work needs to be done as well as meeting with Connecticut DOT before plans can be put in place.  It should be noted that the town intends to do additional work on Milton Road outside of the grant project.  The work that is planned will be using approximately $400,000.00 to $600,000.00 from Town Aid Road and $200,000.00 from Major Road projects, Capitol Non-Recurring.
Questions arose as part of the audit on the appropriateness of continuing use of residual grant funds from the Nutmeg Network Grant for quarterly operating expenses to the 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Network.  Sandy Welwood of Sandra E. Welwood, LLC had suggested that the grant has a certain end date, and therefore residual funds after the hookup could no longer be used.  After some work, I (Bob Valentine) was able to receive clarification from the current person in charge of the grant at OPM that we can in fact use residual funds for operating expenses.  
There were also some questions, by the auditors, on how the Recreation Department utilizes activity and operating funds.  In the interim the activity account will be brought into the fiscal office for the short term.  Other than the above issues all seems to be going accordingly well with the auditors.

There was no other business to come before the board.

A MOTION WAS MADE TO ADJORN by James Korner and SECONDED by Richard Reis, VOTED UNANIMOUS.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,



Nell Glass
Goshen Board of Finance Clerk


