GOSHEN BOARD OF FINANCE
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 28, 2015

Call to order: Chairman Allan D. Walker called the meeting to order at 7: 30 P.M.

ATTENDANCE: Allan D. Walker, James Korner, Scott Tillmann, Ned Bixler, Edward Davidson, Richard Reis and alternates Russell Hurley and George Zeidenstein.  Also Present, First Selectman Robert Valentine and Registrar of Voters Nancy Howard.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the September 23, 2015 meeting were presented for approval. A MOTION WAS MADE BY James Korner, seconded by Ned Bixler to approve said minutes. There was no discussion or corrections noted under the minutes and the minutes were APPROVED as presented. 

The minutes of the October 7, 2015 Special Meeting of the Board were presented for approval. A MOTION TO APPROVE said minutes was made by Ned Bixler seconded by Scott Tillmann. The following was noted for correction under the minutes, Page 2, Para. 3, line 4, correct the spelling of the word (benig) to read (being). Page 3, Para 5, last line, change the word (police) to read (policy). There were no other corrections noted and the minutes were APPROVED as corrected. James Korner abstained from voting.

CHANGE IN ORDER OF BUSINESS: The Board approved the order of business on the agenda to allow Registrar of Voters Nanci Howard to be heard. Nanci Howard informed the Board of the unbudgeted expense under the Registrars’ budget line item for education. To meet State certification requirements it is necessary for each of the Registrars to attend a series of eight classes at a cost of $200.00 per class for each registrar for a total cost of $3,200.00.Said expense will put the education line item over budget and it is unknown at this time if it will put the Registrar budget over budget for the 2015/2016 fiscal year. Discussed was what action the Board of Finance should take at this time regarding the appropriation of the $3,200.00.The Board was in agreement with the Chairman that the Finance Board were duly informed of the matter and would take action at such time as deemed necessary to make any budget adjustments within the 2015/2016 Fiscal Year.  Nanci Howard left the meeting at 7:38 P.M.

FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2015: The minutes showed Board receipt and review of the Budget report prepared by Financial Consultant Debbie Franklin. Noted for comments under expenses were the line items for Fire Protection, Registrar Education and Fire Commission Clerk. Noted and explained under the Board of Finance Budget was the 72% budget expended to date. There were no questions or further comments under the report.

SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 TAX COLLECTORS REPORT: The minutes note receipt and review of the Tax Collectors report provided by Tax Collector Rebecca Juchert-Derungs for period ending Sept 30, 2015. Said report shows the collection rate to be in reasonable line compared to the collection rate a year ago at this time.
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REPORT FROM FIRST SELECTMAN: First Selectman Robert Valentine reported on the following – 
Nutmeg Network Grant Dollars. First selectman Robert Valentine reported that the Town is still holding the $19,900.00 Nutmeg Grant Dollars until such time as the problems in connecting to the system have been resolved. The current Panasonic phone system the Town now has does not allow the system to talk with the nutmeg software. The Board of Selectmen has made the decision to seek a quote from the current vendor on redoing the Town Phone system so the Town can utilize the Nutmeg network. Bob Valentine noted the importance of getting into the Nutmeg network and although it is hoped that the $19,900 will be able to go toward the future operating expenses of the system, the money can be used to toward the redoing of the Town phone system.

Public Works summer road work – Bob Valentine reported on the shimming road work done by Public Works on several roads within the Town that were showing signs of deteriorating. Approximately $100,000 was spent to do the work and it was noted that it is all part of the 10 year road program.  It is believed at this time that under the implemental Bill passed by the State Legislature, that there is an additional appropriation of approximately $50,000 to municipalities to be used for town road work. In correspondence received from Scott Jackson of the state Office of Policy and Management the Town will need to provide OPM with a letter of confirmation which states that said money will be used for town road work. Bob Valentine noted he is waiting for a return phone call for clarification on the $50,000.

Regional Animal Pound Facility: Bob Valentine reported that he will be attending a meeting on November 10th to talk about a potential grant from OPM for a regional animal Pound. Noted was the grant money that had been received to do a design and engineering work for a regional facility and that information will be presented at that meeting.

Out of the implementer bill came a bill to preclude any municipality from increasing their budget more than 2.5% starting 2018, in any Fiscal year. It is anticipated that said increase would include the school budget. Brought to the attention of Scott Jackson was the fact that not all town Budgets include the School Budget and the matter would need to be readdressed.  However as it now stands, both Town and school budgets cannot increase more that 2.5%.

GOSHEN RECREATION COMMISSION DIRECTOR: The Board of Selectmen acting on the recommendation of the committee involved in the work of interviewing the candidates for the position of Director for the Goshen Recreation Department hired Donna Winn of Torrington to fill the Recreation Director position. Donna comes with over twelve years of experience, a Bachelors degree in recreation management, an Associate’s degree in Recreation Therapy and has worked for the Town of Litchfield, Windsor Locks, Winchester and most recently, the City of Torrington. Donna will start her job as Goshen Rec Director on November 9, 2015. Discussed was her compensation for the position and Bob Valentine noted that based on the 
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review of the salary range under the Paul Andrews Study and based on the salary adjustments used by the Board of Finance matrix used, The Board of Selectmen approved a salary of $43,500.00 for Donna Winn. The hours of work were based on 40 hours for eight weeks during summer camp and 35 minimum hours for the balance of the year. Bob Valentine noted that there is a potential that there could be a minimal overage in the 2015/2016 recreation Dept. budget.  Board of Finance member James Korner served on the search committee noted the selection process went well and although he would have liked to see the position go to a Goshen resident, but with the qualifications Donna Winn came with

CORRESPONDENCE: Received by Chairman Allan Walker and read to the Board was a letter from Joan Lang in which she informed the Board of Finance of her resignation of the position of Clerk for the Board of Finance effective December 1, 2015. Under said letter, Joan Lang, if needed, offered her assistance to anyone appointed to fill the position. Chairman Allan D. Walker and the Board with exceptional regret and extreme thanks for decades of services
accepted the resignation. Discussed was the filling of the position and being able to take good detailed minutes of meetings is the most important qualification needed.  Bob Valentine stated there are three clerk positions open and  asked the Board  to let him know if they know or hear of anyone who might be interested in serving as clerk.

There was no other business to come before the meeting. A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY James Korner seconded Ed Davidson.   The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
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Joan M. Lang, Board Clerk
