GOSHEN BOARD OF FINANCE
MINUTES SPECIAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY APRIL 29, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Allan D. Walker called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

 ATTENDANCE: Board members Allan D. Walker, Scott Tillmann, Richard Reis, Edward Davidson and Alternate George Zeidenstein. Excused absence Russell Hurley, absent Ned Bixler and James Korner. Also present First Selectman Robert Valentine and Library Board Chairman Patrick Rilley.

SEATING OF ALTERNATE: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillmann seconded by Richard Reis to seat alternate George Zeidenstein as a regular member. No discussion, SO VOTED.

For Board reference it was noted that being projected at this time is a budget surplus of $276,417.00 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2015. The Board was given an updated Revenue Estimate spread sheet showing October 1. 2014 Grand List and the amount of tax revenue to be raised based on the mil rate used. 

BOARD APPROVAL OF CHANGES MADE IN THE 2015/3026 PROOSED CONTINGENCY AND PUBLIC WORKS BUDGETS:
 
CAPITAL AND PUBLIC WORKS BUDGET CHANGES: Brought to the attention of the Board were the $19,000.00 increase to the proposed 2015/2016 Capital budget. Said change was due to an oversight when preparing the budget.  The $21,000 increase in the Public Works budget was shown in the budget that was presented to the Finance Board at their April 22, meeting but had been missed in the calculating of the budget.

BOARD OF FINANCE APPROVAL OF TOWN DEPARTMENT AND COMMISSION PROPOSED 2015/2016 BUDGETS:
  
Dept: 18 – Animal Control: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Animal Control Budget in the amount of $16, 912.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept 32 – Board of Assessment Appeals: A MOTION WAS MADE BY RICHARD Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Board of Assessment Appeals budget in the amount of $2,850.00.  No Discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 31 – Board of Assessors: A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein seconded by Scott Tillmann to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Board of Assessors Budget in the amount of $65,041.00.  NO discussion, SO VOTED.
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Dept. 10 – Board of Finance: A MOTION WAS MADE BT Scott Tillmann, seconded by Edward Davidson to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Board of Finance Budget in the amount of $21,400.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 5 – Building Official: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Edward Davidson, seconded by Allan D. Walker to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Building Official Budget in the amount of $48,335.00.   No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 56 Cemeteries: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Cemeteries Budget in the amount of $3,974.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 29 Civil Preparedness: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis, seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2015 Civil Preparedness Budget in the amount of $8,113.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED

Dept. 44 – Conservation Commission: A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein seconded by Scott Tillmann to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Conservation Commission Budget in the amount of $1,167.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 51 – Conservation of Health: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillmann seconded by Edward Davidson to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Conservation of Health Budget in the amount of $71,017.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 59 = Contingency Account: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Edward Davidson seconded by Allan D. Walker to approve the Contingency Account for 2015/2016 Budget in the amount of $40,000.00.   Before a vote was taken, reviewed was the use of the contingency fund for the past four years which ranged from a high of $22,898.26 for 6/30/2011 to a low of $8,388.05 for 2013. There was no further discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 14 – Elections: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Elections budget in the amount of $29,809.00. No discussion, SO VOTED. 

Dept. 71 – Fire Commissioners:  A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Employee Benefits budget of $381,658.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.



GOSHEN BOARD OF FINANCE
MINUTES 4/29/15 SPECIAL MTG.
PAGE 3 OF 6

Dept. 27 – Fire Commissioners: A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein seconded by Scott Tillmann to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Fire Commissioners budget in the amount of $615.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 25 – Fire Marshal: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillmann seconded by Edward Davidson to approve the proposed 2015/2016 budget in the amount of $9,890.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 26 – Fire Protection: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Edward Davidson seconded by Allan D. Walker to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Fire Protection budget in the amount of $110,802.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.  Scott Tillmann abstained from voting.

Dept. 4 – Fiscal Office: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker, seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Fiscal Office Budget in the amount of $44,147.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept 45 – Inland Wetlands Commissions: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Inlands/Wetlands Budget in the amount of $5,227.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

Insurance: A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein seconded by Scott Tillmann to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Insurance budget of $104,766.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept 43 - Land Use Enforcement: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillmann seconded by Edward Davidson to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Land Use Enforcement Budget in the amount of $17,520.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 21 – Library: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Edward Davidson seconded by Allan D. Walker to approve the 2015/2016 Library budget in the amount of $147,115.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 55 – Miscellaneous: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Miscellaneous Budget in the amount of $13,489.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Newsletter: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Newsletter budget in the amount of $10,150.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.
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Dept. 41 – Planning & Zoning: A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein seconded by Scott Tillmann to approve the 2015/2016 Planning & Zoning budget in the amount of $3,275.00.
No discussion, SO VOTED.

 Dept. 7 – Professional Services: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillmann seconded by Edward Davidson to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Profession Services budget in the amount of $21,426.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 2 – Public Works: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Edward Davidson seconded by Allan D. Walker to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Public Works budget in the amount of 41,039,078.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 22 – Recreation Commission: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Recreation Commission budget in the amount of $131,667.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 28 – Rescue: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Rescue budget in the amount of $27,209.00. No discussion, SO VOTED. Scott Tillmann abstained from voting.

Dept. 1= Selectman: A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein  seconded by Scott Tilllmann to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Rescue budget in the amount of $126,251.00 No discussion, SO VOTED.

Street Lights: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillmann seconded by Edward Davidson to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Street Lights Budget in the amount of $13,545.00. No discussion, SO VOTED. 

Dept. 12 –Tax Collector: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Edward Davidson seconded by Allan D. Walker to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Tax Collector budget in the amount of $40,915.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 11 –Town Clerk: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Town Clerk Budget in the amount of $79,300.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 61 – Town Office Building: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Town Office Building Budget in the amount of $76,157.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED.
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Dept. 13 – Treasurer: A MOTION WAS MADE BY George Zeidenstein seconded by Scott Tillmann to approve the 2015/2016 proposed Treasure budget in the amount of $ 8,223.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 3 – Waste Removal: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tilllmann seconded by Edward Davidson to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Waste Removal budget in the amount of $174,724.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 28 – Water Pollution Control Authority: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Edward Davidson, seconded by Allan D. Walker to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Water Pollution Control Authority Budget in the amount of $1.00.  No discussion, SO VOTED. 

Dept. 28 – Welfare: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Allan D. Walker seconded by Richard Reis to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Welfare budget in the amount of $4,332.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

Dept. 42 –Zoning Board of Appeals: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the proposed 2015/2016 Zoning Board of Appeals Budget in the amount of $2,041.00. No discussion, SO VOTED.

The Sub-Total of all Finance Board approved Town of Goshen Budget Expenses for 2015/2016 is $2,902,141.00, a 2.57% increase over the current 2014/2015 budget.   

The Board reviewed the Revenue Estimate Spread Sheet which showed Tax Revenue projections for2015/2016 based on the use of the current mil rate of 19.2 as well as tax revenue projections based on -.01, -0.2 and  -0.3 reduction in the mil rate for 2015/2016. 
Noted were the current fund balance and the overall good financial position of the Town. The Board discussed the pros and Cons of keeping the mil rate flat vs. a reduction in the mil rate and what a reduction will do for the taxpayer. Robert Valentine again noted that it is the recommendation of the Selectmen that the mil rate be dropped by -0.3% of a mil. He noted that Goshen has an aging population and stated his concern is for those who he sees having a difficult time paying their bills. No decision can be made regarding the setting of the mil rate until after the Town Budget Meeting. 

There was no further discussion on the proposed 2015/2016 budget. Robert Valentine thanked the Board for all their work in putting the Budget together.  

PUBLIC HEARING: The Board was reminded of the Wednesday, May 13th date for the Board of Finance Budget Hearing.
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There being no other business, A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by Scott Tillmann. The meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

GOSHEN BOARD OF FINANCE



Joan M. Lang, Board Clerk 

































































 
