GOSHEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MINUTES NOVEMBER 4, 2015 MEETING

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Anders Nygren called the meeting to order at &732 P.M.

ATTENDANCE: Anders Nygren, Barry Donaldson, Iain Kinsella, Paul Gallo and Joan M. Lang.  Absent Chris Marino.

APPROVAL OF Minutes: The minutes of the October 6, 2015 meeting were presented for approval. A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED WAS MADE BY Barry Donaldson seconded by Paul Gallo.  There was no discussion on the minutes, the MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS: Andy Nygren reported that as scheduled, on October 31st work was done on the new North Goshen Trail by Anders Nygren, Barry Donaldson, Iain Kinsella and Paul Gallo. Also completed was the fall maintenance work on the Town Hall perennial beds 

Scout Camping on Town Property;  Anders Nygren reported that he had check with First Selectman Robert Valentine regarding a request from the Boy Scouts to be able to camp on Town owned property. Bob Valentine stated there was no problem. Advanced notice would be required before any camping could be done, so that camping rules and guidelines for the use of the property could be established.  The Boy Scout Rules would the main rules to follow along with a limit set on the number of days of use. 

PERCENTAGE GOAL FOR TOWN PERMANENTLY PROTECTED PROPERTY: Barry Donaldson reported that he had not done a lot of research on the matter but did contact Tim Abbot of Green Print Collaborative for Land Trust in the Northwest Corner of the State. Barry Donaldson noted that Green Print was established through the Housatonic Valley Association whose mission was to preserve the watershed of the Housatonic River. Barry Donaldson noted the highly skilled Green Print staff that have done an extensive amount of GIS and mappings which provided great resources for the Land Trusts. Tim Abbot suggested to Barry Donaldson if the Conservation Commission is just looking for a number for the North West Corner of the State, that he suggested using 50%. Tim Abbot stated that if the Conservation Commission was looking for a more creditable number the Commission would need to look at the three major recourses in the Town of Goshen which are Forest, water and agriculture. They would need to be looked at individually to see how much of each resource is worthy of preservation.  Under the updated Goshen Open Space Plan 17% is listed as permanently protected open space. The Commission members felt the 50% number is high and felt that 25% is a more reasonable goal at this time and were in agreement that further research should be done to provide a more accurate number.  Barry Donaldson would continue to further research the matter.
 
NORTHWEST CONSERVATION DISTRICT: Iain Kinsella gave an update on his work with Michael Morin of the Northwest Conservation District regarding the acquisition of a map which would correctly designate the watersheds within the town of Goshen. In his review of the Watershed map by Michael Morin stated he would provide the Commission with a map they requested but
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it would not be correct. Goshen has three regional watersheds and thirteen (13) sub-regional watersheds. The three regional watersheds are the Hollenback, the Shepaug and the Naugatuck River all other watersheds, including the Bantam and Marshepaug would be included in the sub-regional watersheds. The cost for Northwest Conservation District to provide the Commission with a corrected map is $225.00. Under discussion it was noted the $225.00 expenditure had been approved by First Selectman Robert Valentine and the Commission was in agreement to give Michael Morin of Northwest Conservation the go ahead to do the map.
Noted was the need to make corrections to some of the wording on the watersheds as it now appears in the Open Space Plan.  So that the wording in the text is identified with the designated watershed areas, Iain Kinsella would work on correcting the map and write what he thinks the text should say and e-mail it to the Commission members for their comments and approval before sending it on the Michael Morin for printing.

When all changes have been finalized Iain Kinsella will do a PDF conversion and send it to Lucille in the Goshen Fiscal Office for posting on the Town web-site The Goshen Open Space Plan which would include the suggested updates, additions or corrections that were made as a result of the review by the Goshen Planning & Zoning Commission.     

Noted for the record was the receipt by Chairman Anders Nygren of correspondence Joan Lang under which she informed the Commission of her resignation as a member and clerk of the Goshen Conservation Commission effective December 1, 2015. Said letter was received with regrets and thanks for her years of service on the Commission.

Discussed were future projects for the Commission to work on. The Commission agreed to write more articles for the Town Topics with the topic of invasive species being written for the next several issues to bringing awareness to the Town residents of the invasive plant species that can take over the area and what can be done to control them. It was suggested that the spring article be on the multi-flora rose.  An article on the new trail could also be put in the Town Topics once the work on new trail  is completed, Noted was the work remaining to be done to complete the trail which included the marking of the trail with the Goshen Nature Trail signs as well as marking with paint. No date was set at this time for more trail work.  Anders Nygren shared with the Commission what other area Towns have prepared relative to producing a natural resource inventory and suggested that it could be a project for the Conservation Commission to do.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 2016 MEETING SCHEDULE The 2016 meeting schedule for the CC was reviewed and all were in agreement with the meetings being held on the first Wednesday of every month. Discussed was the changing of the time for holding the meeting and the decision was made to set  the time for the holding of the meetings to 6:30 P.M. Clerk 
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Joan Lang would file the meeting schedule with the Town Clerk and also provide each of the Commission members with a copy of the schedule. 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE DECEMBER 2, 2015 CC MEETING: Completion of the Goshen Open Space Plan and New Projects.

There was no other business to come before the meeting. A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY Iain Kinsella seconded by Paul Gallo and the meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted,
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Joan M. Lang Commission Clerk	  
