GOSHEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MINUTES JOINT MEETING WITH PLANNING & ZONING
AUGUST 25, 2015

Call to order: Don Wilkes, Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Board called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

Present: Planning Commission members – Don Wilkes, Cindy Barrett, Lu-Ann Zbinden, Garret Harlow, Planning & Zoning Enforcement Officer Marty Connor and Board Clerk Stacey Sefeik.

Present from the Conservation Commission, Chairman Anders Nygren, Barry Donaldson, Iain Kinsella and Joan Lang. Excused absence Chris Marino.

The Planning & Zoning Commission moved to defer the regular order of business and turned the meeting over to the Conservation Commission for the presentation, review and discussion of the updated 2015 Goshen Open Space Plan.  Marty Connor explained the responsibility of the Goshen Planning and Zoning Commission to update the Goshen Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) every 10 years and as part of the POCD it is the responsibility of the Goshen CC to provide the P&Z with a Goshen Open Space Plan. The Goshen Open Space Plan is an important part of the POCD and must also be updated every ten years. The 2015 Goshen Open Space Plan will be incorporated into the 2016 update of the Goshen Plan of Conservation & Development.

Noted under the review of the 2015 Goshen Open Space Plan was the following- Under the original 1973 Goshen Plan of Development it was the desire of the residents of the Town of Goshen to preserve the rural character and quiet atmosphere of the Town and it Is believed that if a survey were taken by Planning & Zoning today that it would show that it remains the desire of the Goshen residents today to preserve Open Space. It was noted that it is the intention of the Goshen Conservation Commission to periodically review and update if necessary the Goshen Open Space Plan. The CC defined open space using the definitions in the Connecticut Statutes and the Town of Goshen subdivision regulations. The document was reviewed page by page with questions or comments being addressed as they arose.  Two type-o’s wee noted. Page two under the definition of Open Space, first para. an (s) should be added to the word wetland, Page 20, section 4, the word Town should be spelled with a capital T.  
The areas of open space that were considered to be a priority were noted with the Green Mountain Forest in the northeast corner of Goshen considered as a priority area. 

Noted under Goals was the long term goal to connect Goshen’s Open spaces and the work that is being done to connect a trail works and the areas being considered? 

Discussed and explained on page 4, was a major change which defined the the 490 Open Space Eligibility and the suggested guidelines to be used by the Goshen Assessor to determine 490 eligibility. Marty Connor felt that it was a possible recommendation for an action to be included in the POCD.  Noted was the permanently protected Open space vs. the just Open Space.  
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Under the listing of acreage for Municipal properties, it was noted that the number includes the acreage on which any building might sit on the property.

It was suggested by Marty Connor that if they have not already done so, that the Conservation Commission set a percentage goal for permanently protected open space for Goshen and Don Wilkes agreed. Questioned and explained was the lower percentage number of open space acreage for 2015 than under the 2001 Open Space Plan. It was explained that when researching those numbers under the 2001 Goshen Open Space Plan there were some minor discrepancies found which reduced the total. Suggested for future updates was the inclusion of soil maps. It was noted that the percentage of forested land within the Town of Goshen remains at the 73% level as was noted under the 2001 plan. The Conservation Commission sought help from the Goshen Agricultural Council on the update of the Goshen farmland resources. At this time, it is believed that there are no more than 1,500 acres of land that would make farming financially possible in Goshen and that steps should be taken to preserve this limited resource for the future. 

Under Action Proposals the Conservation Commission strongly recommended the funding of Title 45 Agricultural Land Preservation Fund.  Noted was Title 67 Land Preservation Fund, under which at this time there is approximately $417,000 in the fund. Said funds can be used for purchase by the Town land for Open Space preservation, recreational use or for housing. Any use of that money would require action to be taken at a Town Meeting. 

 Listed under the priorities was the Trail Network of the Town of Goshen and Anders Nygren noted the work that the Conservation Commission is doing on the 48 acres North Goshen Town property in  opening up a hiking trail. 

Under the Protect Wetlands, Marty Connor noted that he would like to convince the Town to adopt an ordinance that would require home owners to clean their septic tanks periodically or take efforts to educate home owners on the importance of doing so to protect the Towns Lakes and Streams.

Noted was the extensive work done by the CC members to update the 2015 Goshen Open Space Plan and the Planning & Zoning Commission commended and thanked the Conservation Commission and especially Iain Kinsella for an excellent job of formatting and map work. 
Suggested changes to the document such as the inclusion of identification of the photos used in the update, the location of the Goshen Historic & Agricultural Sites and Goshen’s Scenic Sights, a colored map for the Farm land priority map and the watershed map would be made in the document.  It was noted the document should be dated and should list the members of the Goshen Conservation who worked on the document. All additions and corrections would be made to the document prior to its being posted on the Town Web-site.
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There was no further discussion on the 2015 Goshen Open Space Plan and a MOTION WAS MADE BY Lu-Ann Zbinden seconded by Cindy Barrett to accept and receive the 2015 Goshen Open Space Plan prepared and presented by the Town of Goshen Conservation. COMMISSION There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.

The Conservation Commission members left the meeting at 8:20 P.M.

Respectively submitted,

GOSHEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION



Joan M. Lang, Clerk       

   


