
Town of Goshen 

Board of Selectmen 

Lake Weed Management Committee 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 29, 2015 7:00 PM 

Present: Steve Romano (Chair), Michelle Fitzpatrick (TL), Santo Manicone (DP), Jerry Kaizer (TL), Chris 

Sanders (WSP) 

Absent: Lida Exstein (DP), Ken O’Hara (WL), Richard Reis (WL), Nell Glass (WSP) 

Bob Valentine joined the meeting at about 8:40pm.  

1. Call to Order – Steve Romano called Meeting to order at 7:06pm.   

 

2. Approval of Minutes for August 28, 2015 Regular Meeting.  – Chris Sanders moved to approve the minutes 

as written, seconded by Jerry Kaizer.  Motion passed.  3 Yes, 1 abstention. 

 

3. Financial Report (Steve) – Steve did not have a financial report on the overall funds.  He did report that a 

total of $1,014.25 had been collected from the Goshen Fair.  It was noted that this covered to cost of 

producing the shirts.  Chris Sanders had previously reported that 86 shirts had been sold based on the 

number of shirts left over.  Michele Fitzpatrick reported that she had paid a $114 overrun in the cost of the 

shirts that the Town would not pay due to its purchasing policies.  The group discussed whether a waiver of 

some sort was possible to reimburse Michele for this personal expenditure on behalf of the Committee; 

Steve reported that no waiver was possible. 

 

Steve mentioned that the AIS Grant money must be spent by January 2016 or returned to the State; we have 

a balance of $2,800 left from the $4,000 grant.  We discussed the items that this money can be used to pay – 

largely planning efforts (not remediation).  North East Aquatic Research’s (NEAR) future bill can be applied if 

paid by then.   

 

The NEAR invoices were discussed; there is a prior balance due that needs to be understood better before 

authorizing payment.  It was decided that Bob Valentine should talk with NEAR about this balance as well as 

clarifying the remaining deliverables and resolve.  

 

The State has opened another round of AIS Grants.  The group discussed whether we should apply or not.  

The application is due by November 9th.  The timing is not great as NEAR will not have its planning meeting 

with the group until mid-November. However, the consensus was that we should try.  Steve agreed to 

contact Steve Marhefsky to see if he was willing to work with us on this again; Chris volunteer to help Stev M. 

if he agree, 

 

4. Summary discussion of Goshen Fair Booth (All) – Generally felt that the effort was successful.  The booth 

was very busy and we were able to discuss the issue with many people from around Goshen.  Some from 

other Connecticut lakes with similar issues stopped by, too.  Some visitors took offense to the “Muck It!” 

theme of the shirts, but most liked it.  The amount of money taken in just about covered our costs. 

 



Chris reported that he has two large boxes of shirts left (about 114).  The group felt that we should offer the 

shirts via the Town website in exchange for a $10 contribution to the fund.  Santo suggested we include one 

of the weed booklets we were handing out as long as they last.  Steve agreed to look into whether we can do 

this via the website; the Selectmen’s office would handle the transactions.  Chris volunteered to help with the 

message needed on the website.  

 

5. Discussion of Status of Water Quality Sampling Program (Nell/Michele) – The WQ program has continued.  

One more collection month (October) remains for the season.  NEAR is scheduled to provide compiled results 

in November, but has provided raw interim data and thoughts.  Generally, phosphorus levels in Tyler and Dog 

Pond are very high; West Side Pond is better but it, too, warrants concern.  We will revisit this when the final 

results are provided by NEAR. 

 

6. Discussion of Status of 2015 Aquatic Survey Status (Lida/Michele) – NEAR performed an aquatic survey on 

Dog Pond and Tyler Lake in August.  West Side Pond opted out of doing another survey until a lake 

management planning session could be conducted with NEAR.  No results have yet been provided.  Bob 

Valentine will discuss with NEAR; general feeling was that updated maps should be provided prior to 

payment for the survey tasks. 

 

7. Lakes Report (TL, DP, WSP) – Report on individual lake efforts – Santo reported that Dog Pond was working 

toward doing harvesting in at least one section of the lake.  NEAR recommended this removal of biomass as a 

first step.  It was expected that this would be done this season, but that is looking less likely now.  Local 

residents are collecting funds to pay for this effort.  Issues regarding collection and disposal of the harvested 

weeds are being worked with the Town.  A location to off-load the weeds form the harvester is needed; it 

was determined that the State Boat Launch cannot be used.  Steve Romano agreed to investigate whether 

the Camp Coch beach area could be used for this purpose.  Santo noted that Dog Pond still did not have a 

lake management plan beyond this step. 

 

West Side Pond applied to CT DEEP for a permit to release triploid grass carp.  The State’s initial response was 

this would not be allowed due to the presence of protected species (same issue exists for other lakes).  West 

Side Pond has been exploring options to appeal this decision to DEEP with a plan for “exclosures” for the 

protected species; they have been told that an appeal is likely to succeed but they need a lake 

manager/limnologist to work with them.  West Side Pond reported frustration that NEAR has been so 

unresponsive to its needs.  

 

Tyler Lake is considering the use of herbicides in 2016 to deal with its issues.  However, the plan for 

remediation is now awaiting the final report for the 2015 aquatic surveys and the planning meeting with 

NEAR that is schedule for November. 

 

8.  Any other business – Bob Valentine reminded the Committee about its tendency to exchange emails 

between meetings.  He reminded the group of the requirements to only conduct business when in a noticed 

meeting of the Committee.  The group discussed the challenges of this and the need to work together 

between meetings to coordinate actions.  Nonetheless, the group said they understood and would comply.  

 

9. Meeting Adjourned – At 9:10pm 



 

By Chris Sanders, Committee Secretary 


