GOSHEN BOARD OF FINANCE
MINUTES 11/18/2015 MEETING

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Allan D. Walker called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

ATTENDANCE: Allan D. Walker, Scott Tillmann, Edward Davidson, Ned Bixler and alternate George Zeidenstein. Excused absence Richard Reis, James Korner and absent Russell Hurley.  Also Present First Selectman Robert Valentine and Administrative Assistant Rhonda Gelormino.

SEATING OF ALTERNATE: A MOTION WAS MADE BY Scott Tillmann, seconded by Ned Bixler to seat alternate George Zeidenstein as a regular member.  No discussion, SO VOTED.

2016 BOARD OF FINANCE MEETING SCHEDULE: Discussed was the meeting schedule for 2016. Board members present were in agreement with the holding of the regular monthly meetings at 7:30 P.M. on the fourth Wednesday of every month with the exception of November and December when it would be held on the third Wednesday. Joan Lang Clerk would prepare the meeting schedule, file with the Town Clerk and mail to all Board members. 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the October 28, 2015 were presented for approval. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ned Bixler seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve said minutes. Noted for correction under the minutes, Page 1, Para, Five, first sentence add the words (change in the) before the words (order of business). Page 3, first paragraph add a period aT the end of the paragraph. There was no further discussion under the minutes and said minutes were approved as corrected.

FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR PERIOD ENDING 10/31/2015: The Board received and reviewed the 
 October 31, 2015 Tax Collectors Report - Chairman  Allan Walker noted that although it is too early to tell, the collection of taxes remains comparable to the collection rates for the past three years. Also received from the tax collector was a note of explanations in response to Richard Reis on a question he raised under a previous tax report.

Budget Report for October 31, 2015: Said Budget report prepared by Town Financial Consultant Debbie Franklin was received and reviewed by the Board: Noted under the report were over budget expenses for Election Education due to unbudgeted Secretary of State mandates classes. Camp Cochipianee Maintenance – Robert Valentine noted the budgeted amount approved by the Board of Finance and explained that review of the booking of expenses and noted that track repair and several other expenses should have been booked under Capital Non-Recurring.  Those changes have been made and will show in future reporting. Bob Valentine reported that he is working with Paul Haegert to reach a solution to correct the insulation problem at Camp Cochipianee.

REPORT FROM THE FIRST SELECTMAN: FIRST Selectman Robert Valentine reported on the Following: The new Recreation Director Donna Winn started work on November 9th and is 
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currently working with the Recreation Commission relative to the schedule of hours for in office and out of office field work.    

STEAP GRANT RECEIPANTS: Robert Valentine reported that he had received notice of the recent STEAP Grant recipients and unfortunately the Town of Goshen was not one of them.  The STEAP Grant application process is opening for 2016 however the application process is changing and interested municipalities are being invited to attend a meeting to explain what items are important and will help to provide a better opportunity to receive a STEAP Grant.
Noted were the previous applications that had been submitted for the upgrade to the Camp Cochipianne Septic System and pursuit of a STEAP Grant would continue.

GRANT FOR REGIONAL ANIMAL POUND: Robert Valentine reported that he along with Elinor Carbone Mayor of Torrington, Leo Paul First Selectman of Litchfield, Michael Criss Harwinton First Selectmen  learned in a meeting with Scott Jackson an Inter-governmental Policy Manager Of Office & Policy Management that grant dollars for a new regional dog pound would be available in 2016 and working as a committee for COG (the Northwest Hills Council of Governments), they will submit the Grant application. The COG officials are optimistic that the new facility will be built in the vicinity of the current Torrington regional facility and there is potential that it will bring in more municipalities from within the Northwest corner.

PUPBLIC WORKS WINTER SALT & SAND: The storage barn for winter salt & sand is full and ready for the winter storms.

BOARD OF FINANCE CLERK POSITION: Robert Valentine reported that to date he has not been successful in finding a replacement to fill the position of Clerk for the Finance Board left vacant by the retirement of Joan Lang. The position was advertized for over a three week period with only one application being received. In the continued efforts to fill the position, the Board of Finance members were asked to talk it up with people they know in looking for someone who would be good in taking detailed minutes to fill the position.

BALANCING OF STATE BUDGET: Noted was the work being done by the State Governor and Legislature to balance the 2015/2016 State Budget which would include the municipal grants being on the table. 

Resignation of Administrative Assistant: The Board of Selectmen have accepted with regret the resignation of Administrative Assistant Rhonda Gelormino who is stepping down to pursue an opportunity which has opened up for her. The Board of Selectmen on Tuesday Nov. 17 hired Virginia Perry to fill the Administrative Assistant position and will start her job the first week in December.  Having worked for Marti Connor as clerk for the Inland/Wetlands Commission, Virginia Perry comes with experience in the workings of Town government, legal State Statute 
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requirements and is familiar with the Quick books accounting, excel spread sheets and other skills necessary for the job. 

There were no further items presented under the report from the First Selectmen.

CORRESPONENCE:  None

LETTER OF APPRECIATION: “ The Board of Finance notes with sadness that this is the last meeting that Joan Lang will be our clerk.  Mrs. Lang has been for decades particularly meticulous as she served this board. Her faithful attendance and copious minutes are legendary. Her dedication to the details needed in the Board of Finance work has been invaluable. We will miss her cheerful manner and wish her a happy and healthy retirement. Thanks for your service to the Town of Goshen.”  The Goshen Board of Finance

 A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ned Bixler seconded by George Zeidenstein to approve the letter of appreciation to Joan Lang for her dedicated work in serving as Clerk for the Goshen Board of Finance, with said letter being made part of the minutes. No discussion, SO VOTED.

The Board of Finance also expressed their well wishes to Rhonda Gelormino in her new job, thanking her for all her help to the Board over the years and noted that she too will be missed in the Goshen Town Office. 

 There was no other business to come before the meeting.

A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY Ed Davidson seconded by Scott Tillmann.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, 
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Joan M. Lang Board Clerk   
