GOSHEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MINUTES OCTOBER 6, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Anders Nygren called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M.

ATTENDANCE: Anders Nygren, Iain Kinsella, Paul Gallo, Barry Donaldson, Chris Marino and Joan M. Lang.

GOSHEN OPEN SPACE PLAN: Iain Kinsella presented for review 2015 Open Space Plan which included the recommended corrections or amendments that were suggested at the time of review and acceptance by the Goshen Planning & Zoning Commission at a jointly held meeting with the Goshen Conservation Commission on August 25, 2015.   Discussed was the map showing the Goshen Watershed acquired from the Northwest Conservation Commission. Said map does not show the demarcation between the Bantam and Marshapaug water shed areas. The Commission members were in agreement that Iain Kinsella contact the Northwest Conservation Commission to see what charge if any there would be to provide the Commission with a map detailing each of the five watershed areas within the Town.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the joint August 25, 2015 meeting of the Goshen Conservation Commission and the Goshen Planning & Zoning Commission were presented for
Approval. The minutes were amended as follows – Page 1, Para. 5, last sentence, delete the words (Green Mountain Forest in) Page 1, Para. 6, after the words Goshen’s Open Spaces, add the words (with all types to be considered – state, land trust and town, including subdivision open spaces and to preserve and protect its environmental resosurces. Page 1, Para. 7, first sentence, change the word (defined) to read (revised) and remove the extra word (the).  Page 
2, Para. 3, first sentence remove the word (strongly.)  In the last sentence add the word (Affordable) before the word Housing. There were no further corrections noted. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Barry Donaldson, seconded by Chris Marino to approve said minutes as amended, SO VOTED.

OLD BUSINESS: Anders Nygren reported that the brush had been cut around the south gate entrance to the North Goshen Hart Hallow Hiking Trail.

Anders Nygren reported that on the town Web-site, the maps under the Goshen Open Space Plan appear in Black & White and when the final revised plan is posted we should make sure that the maps are shown in color.

Perennial Bed Fall Maintenance: No date was set for the fall maintenance of the perennial beds. Once the leaves are off the trees, Anders Nygren will contact the Commission members by e-mail to set up a date. Iain Kinsella will be able to get the use of dump truck.

North Goshen Trail Work: The tentative date of October 31st, at 9:00 A.M. was set for the continued marking and clearing of the new trail. Anders Nygren will notify everyone if there is a change in the work date. 
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PERCENTAGE GOAL FOR PERMANENTLY PROTECTED PROPERTY: The Commission members discussed the setting of a goal for the Town for a percentage of permanently protected open space. The current percentage of permanently protected land within the Town is 17%. No decision was made at this meeting. Questioned were what other area towns have set for their goals and what formulas, if any, are used as a base on which to set a percentage goal.  Barry Donaldson would do some research of the matter and come back to the commission with his findings.

Goshen Open Space Farm Land Priority Map:  The map included in the Goshen Open space Plan is currently in Black & White. Anders Nygren had one in color but there were errors in the designated Farmland Tracts and the spelling of the word boundaries. Commission members were asked to look for the Agricultural Tract Boundaries map included in the 2001 Open space Document and if they find it, scan it and send it to Iain Kinsella to replace the black & white one in the 2015 GOSP.

Discussed briefly was consideration being given to future Conservation Commission projects. No action was taken at this meeting. Noted was the need to look for another member to fill the vacancy on the Commission and current member Joan Lang informed the Board that she would be stepping down as a member of the Conservation Commission as of December 1, 2015.  

Other Business; Discussed was a request from the Boy Scouts regarding their request for permission to camp on Town owned or Goshen Land Trust Property and what restrictions their might be on land use, if any, that the Town might have other than the No Trace Camping Guidelines used by the Boy Scouts. Anders Nygren would check with the First Selectmen on the matter.

There was no other business to come before the meeting. A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY Barry Donaldson seconded by Iain Kincella. The meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

GOSHEN CONSERVATION COMMISSSION


Joan M. Lang, Clerk






